Rav Aharon Lichtenstein zt”], Interview published in Techumin 4:185
(Hebrew: translation here mine).
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It 1s most important that a person going out to war understand
that he 1s not passing from a world possessed of one hierarchy of values
to a world with a different hierarchy of values.



1-N:0 N'UXI]
YT DY'MYW217 DINT NK AN
NRYITX 077D TN
DIND TN
AN YT
12¥! INT DX DD DT 9Y)
DTXD N NYY 0'i7-§ D7X2 1D

7Y PTIIR

PTXINY 12 WA 927 DWW Y 227 MR

17192 77TNI N2 NOHYR 1R AR

2ORT MDY DA YR PIT LA BRI MR - 370 DRI 2P 2TRD PN AN ,IInaw mnvay b
:R°IN7

IRIN WYUK 92

— 778D 5937 w52 Y537 723% 593 T70-N 7T AN NN

27wo2 552 AR IAD ,TTNY 502 MR ARY 27782 D02 N1 b ,Twor Y2 NI aR
;7252 553 AR oY - WIRRR OY 29377 1R TR Y v AN

JTTRY 593 TMRI TR - 1R 1HY 2927 WIRRR 2TR TP WY aNy

[.TwD1 IR DU 9IER - 752 592 1IN R2PY 929 - RN 9"V

:RINT 22770 — O°NT MDY NI M9

SMIN 20

12790 Y27 71 90Y = TR 37T 10 - DI WIS NIV 5P RN D0 TWND

175 R TADY X2 7T T L,nYn

$IDI2 19ORTY TN - NI AR LIWDID TDORAY TN - TONINMT W TR OMINAT D AN 2R
2N DR AN - TOMNRMT TV AR LAY DRI 3T - ORI 7 AR OMINRT W 2w

RYT R0 297 R - DM AR
LR RIDUP - KD ORYLROI79D 0R 2OT' ORTIT 0 00 AR 00 AR ,277 7OnpY RDRT X107
D0 P10 RI23 RITT RAT R12°7 12990 P10 T7°7 RATT 0% 90 20PN XY T19upY' 1777 nr®

.20 NY'¥N N2

,0M ¥ [IN'7 [An TNX 721,072 %00 'Y DY

- 21w yan - [An TNN ANIY DXI ;0NN - DAY ['NIY DX

.N"an Y¥ INN'Ma Dan TAX AR YNNI DAY INY'Y 20IN :XII0D [ UIT
.0an N 0TIE TN - 1Y NN NECTN™IE RAEY A0 NaY TV

Ay |TN0
... 1212% Nan NN 9 TN (W9 NIX ['7'¥n [a 1781 \nwn\

Ay 1o

INQY X

?NNNNNAT XAV 'Kn

221NN 7Y MY Tyn DI 'R 0PTN

(N7 X270 - 'ROX'T IR INIL M7 Paw KY71RONYT IR - X1I7'TNCN' N nt 'Rl
120107 DOWN - 121107 N2 ON_:DINX NNl

[r:n> 12TNa] aywn AN ON'S MWD DNIN IYNY VIR
0107 DN 07X D 707 .02' TN DX Y
,12307 DDWN 21NY7 X2 DX :DMDN NNK XN



Rabbi J. David Bleich, Contemporary Halakhic Problems Vol. 2, p. 9

The gemara, Shevuot 35b, declares: “A sovereign power which slays one sixth [of the populace] of the universe is
not culpable”. It is to be inferred that the death of one sixth of the inhabitants of the universe entails no culpability,
but that slaying more than one sixth of the population of the universe does engender culpability.

Tosafot, understanding the dictum as referring to the monarch of a Jewish state, indicates that the Gemara here
imposes a constraint on a milchemet reshut or discretionary war®. The sovereigh may not initiate discretionary war
if it is to be anticipated that an inordinate number of people will perish as a result of hostilities. According to
Tosafot’s analysis, a similar restriction does not apply to wars which are mandated by Scripture.

6See Teshuvot Hatam Sofer, Orah Hayyim, no. 208, who declares that not only is annihilation of one sixth of the
populace if the universe forbidden but also that war leading to genocide, defined as the extermination of one-sixth of
a particular nation or people, is similarly prohibited.
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Likewise today, since Israel’s enemies (with the exclusion of v oK) 27 2Y n3 T 1193 MR
Egypt) have thus far refused to sign peace treaties with her, and ™ 7127 yIman 2] opyeh o — 723 TR
since their avowed aim continues to be the destruction of the State, DR DUARDI DWDMWTY DOYaAnng o
Israel must be considered to be in a state of war. In light of this, it

D7AM[Y DRWY — DR DRI DIvIba

is argued that the Israeli army’s reaction to current border incidents,
terrorist attacks, and Arab riots should be conducted as it would in n% w1t ey — amnd X nonb Yrne
wartime; Israeli soldiers should shoot to kill when necessary and, as DAY ARIRT ADIRD OONK AR — annbna

in times of war, may even punish or kill innocent Arabs when the

situation calls for such action.® Furthermore, if we follow the Hraanh AR 9132 IRIAND ,SWhn D'on

5. The Maharal of Prague, in his commentary Gur Aryh to Parashat Vayishlach
writes, ““...Although the Torah reads, ‘When you approach a city to wage war
against it, you shall greet them peacefully’ (first atempt to reach a peaceful
agreement), this speaks of a city that did not harm us. But as regards those who
attack the Jews, as Amalek did, even if only one of their members was
responsible for this act, revenge may be exacted from the entire nation because
he is one of them. Likewise, regarding any war such as that waged against the
nation of Midian, all of whom were attacked, despite the fact that not all were
guilty of wrongdoing; and this is the nature of all wars.”
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Rav Yisraeli first examines a set of potential justifications based on civilian law, including:
1. holding the village capitally responsible under Noachide law for not bringing the terrorists to justice

2. regarding the terrorists as agents of the village citizenry, and therefore holding the citizenry guilty of
murder, even if the terrorists would have acted in the same way without support from the village
citizenry.

3. regarding everyone in the village as enablers of pursuers-with-intent-to-kill (rodfim), and therefore
liable to be killed if killing them is necessary to stop the pursuers.

He rejects 1 on the ground that the terrorists would likely have punished or even killed any villager
opposed to them, and nonlews are not required to sacrifice their lives or perhaps even endure serious
deprivation rather than transgress(RAK: especially with regard to the positive commandment of denim?).
He rejects 2 on the ground that halakhah does not recognize nonJews either as agents or as having
agents. He rejects 3 on several grounds, among them that the raid killed children, whereas only willing,
conscious, and responsible humans are liability to execution as accessories-to-pursuers.
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