
WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN US! 

 

The  

CENTER FOR MODERN TOCENTER FOR MODERN TORAH LEADERSHIP RAH LEADERSHIP   

programs 
 

PROFESSIONAL CONFERENCES 

 for Rabbis and Jewish Educators 
 

THE SUMMER BEIT MIDRASH 

for developing Teachers, Scholars, and  Poskim 
 

SEMINARS AND Y’MEI IYYUN 

for Orthodox College Students 
 

WWW.TORAHLEADERSHIP.ORG 

with audio shiurim, scholarly and popular articles, and               

curricular materials 
  

COMMUNITY LECTURES AND FORUMS 

“The group was thoughtful, well-

spoken, and sensitive.”  

Rabbi Daniel Wolff,  
Congregation Beth Tefillah, Paramus,    

NJ; Instructor of Judaic Studies,  

Stern College 

“SBM made me relate to Judaism 

with thought, courage and  feeling.”  

Ava Lieberman, Columbia University 

“If this discussion were public, people 

might fit better not only with a Rav,  

but with the halakhah as well.” 

Rabbi Mendel Breitstein,  
YU Torah MiTzion Kollel, Skokie 

 

“Thoughtful, open discussion.” 
Rabbi Mark Gottlieb,  
Principal, Yeshiva University High School  

for Boys (MTA) 

”חל ל ל ליל“אל לאללל”לחל ל ליל“אל ללליל ל ל ללל  
“Do not read harut (engraved on the Tablets),  

but rather herut (freedom).” 
 

-Bamidbar Rabbah 
 

At the Center for Modern Torah Leadership, we believe that the 

freedom granted by scholarship and commitment to choose among 

Torah interpretations is inseparable from the responsibility to dis-

cover those interpretations which best reflect the will of G-d.  חיריתי י י 

must come together with איחיתירי י י. 

 

Rabbi Aryeh Klapper, Dean 

Phone: (617) 623-8173 

Email: ModernTorahLeadership@gmail.com 

www.TorahLeadership.org 

The 

Center for Modern Torah 
Leadership 

The 

Center for Modern Torah 
Leadership 

TAKING RESPONSIBILITY FOR TORAH 

RABBI ARYEH KLAPPER, DEAN 

 חל ל ליללל לאלחל ל ל ליל חל ל ליללל לאלחל ל ל ליל

Developing and Supporting  

Effective and Courageous                  

MODERN ORTHODOX LEADERSHIP 

CHOICE COMMITMENT INTEGRITY CHALLENGE 

MORAL REVERENT HONEST CREATIVE 

 



 

Rabbi Aryeh Klapper is Dean of the Center 

for Modern Torah Leadership, Rosh Beit 

Midrash of its Summer Beit Midrash Pro-

gram, Instructor of Rabbinics and Medical 

Ethics at Gann Academy, and a member of 

the  Boston Beit Din. Rabbi Klapper previ-

ously served as Orthodox Adviser and Asso-

ciate Director for Education at Harvard Hillel and as Talmud Curricu-

lum Chair at  Maimonides High School. He has published articles 

about contemporary halakhah in numerous academic journals including 

Tradition, Meorot, Dinei Yisrael, and Beit Yitzchak. He is a popular 

lecturer who is consulted internationally on issues of Jewish law. His 

work is cited regularly by both academic and traditional scholars. 

The mission of the Center for Modern Torah Leadership 

is to model and foster a vision of fully committed         

halakhic Judaism that  

 

EMBRACES the intellectual and moral challenges of moder-

nity as spiritual opportunities 
 

RECOGNIZES that ideas and rhetoric have consequences, and 

takes responsibility for the societal implications of its interpre-

tations of Torah 
 

UNDERSTANDS that the real-world effects of Torah are me-

diated by the character of Torah leaders, and that self-

knowledge is therefore essential for Torah leadership, and 
 

ESTABLISHES the ultimate significance of all human beings 

as Tzelem Elokim as a fundamental Torah principle. 

“Thoughtful, penetrating... 

raising issues and discuss-

ing them at a level of hon-

esty, sophistication, and 

collegiality that is rarely 

found.” 
 

Rabbi Meir Sendor 

Young Israel of Sharon, 

Brandeis University 
 

Conference Evaluation 

MISSION STATEMENT: 

RAV ARYEH KLAPPER, Dean 

PUBLIC LECTURES 

 

The Center for Modern Torah Leadership is funded largely by private 
donations. We are a 501c tax exempt organization.  

Donations can be made online at www.TorahLeadership.org or sent to 
10 Allen Court, Somerville, MA 02143 

 

SUMMER BEIT MIDRASH ‘08SUMMER BEIT MIDRASH ‘08  

Young Israel of SharonYoung Israel of Sharon  

Why the Center for Modern Torah Leadership?  
 

We are focused on how Halakhah and Torah play out in the real life of real 

people in the real world. We understand the significance of the power to de-

cide Halakhah and to teach Torah, and that conversations in the Beit Midrash 

matter. We teach students and teachers to understand themselves as producers 

and not only consumers of Halakhah, and that we collectively are responsible 

for the Torah content and Torah society that our community produces.   

We are fully committed to Orthodox halakhah — and embrace the  intellectual 

and moral challenges of modernity as spiritual opportunities, rather than relat-

ing to them as roadblocks or traps.  

We see courage as a primary virtue for scholars and teacher of Torah. We 

model commitment to truth in the face of personal and communal challenges. 

We enable genuine open conversation. We have faith in our colleagues and 

students.  We also know that even the most courageous benefit greatly from 

the sense that they are not alone, and that the deepest moral convictions some-

times falter in isolation. At every level, we provide safe spaces for  honest 

explorations together with a community that is both supportive and challeng-

ing. 

We understand that rabbis are not solely responsible for the content of Torah 

and the direction of the Torah community.  We include educators, researchers, 

program directors, and laypeople.  Our conviction is that all those who learn, 

teach, and practice Torah seriously—men and women—share responsibility 

for Torah and need each other’s support to fulfill that responsibility.  

We understand that Torah  creativity, and the establishment of Torah priori-

ties, happens through both study and practice, and that the Torah of Study and 

the Torah of Life must be in constant communication with each other. 

CAMPUS YOM IYYUN ‘06CAMPUS YOM IYYUN ‘06  

Harvard HillelHarvard Hillel  


