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1. Avot deRabbi Natan Version B Chapter 43
Seven things, this one above that one:
Above the aretz (land?) is the rakia (sky?)
And above the rakia are the stars
Because the stars go and return while the rakia does not move from its place.
But some say that it too returns like a wheel above.
Above the stars are the ilanot (trees?)
But the trees bear fruit, while the stars do not bear fruit.
Above the stars are the ruchot (spirits?)
Because the ruchot blow and come, but the ilanot do not move from their places.
Above the ruchot are the beheimot (animals?)
Because the beheimah eats and drinks, but the ruchot neither eat nor drink
Above the beheimot are the bnei Adam (human beings?)
Because bnei Adam have intellect and masa
Above bnei Adam are the ministering angels
But bnei Adam eat and drink and are fruitful and multiply and sleep and die, while the
ministering angels neither eat and drink nor are fruitful and multiply nor sleep nor die.

2. KolBo 147

Rabbi Yehonatan of Kanuka asked Rabbeinu Meir HaLevi:

| would be grateful to sir if you would write me this letter, as there are those around me who wish
to collect various taxes and excises from me, to have me aid the community in all the matters
regarding which they are subject to taxation, with their claim being that since | lend money at
interest from my home, even though | don’t go out to the marketplace, | am like the other
townsmen who do not learn Torah. But | said them that since my Torah learning is my
profession, and | am in the Beit Midrash all day and do not go out, | am exempt from all such
matters, and | lend money at interest only to avoid being dependant on others . . .

Response:

This is how | see it: The rationale of those who protest against one whose Torah learning is his
profession and spends only a little time away from Torah each day so as to support himself, and
they wish to obligate him in taxes, has no substance, as who were the Talmudic discussions that
exempt rabbis from taxation about — beggars who go door to door, or ministering angels who do
not eat or drink or have any bodily needs?!

3. Avot deRabbi Natan Version A Chapter 37
Seven creations, this one above that one and this one above that one:
Above them all [G-d] created the rakia
Above the rakia [G-d] created the stars
that illuminate the world
Above the stars [G-d] created the ilanot
Because trees bear fruit, while stars do not bear fruit.
Above the ilanot [G-d] created the ruchot raot (evil spirits?)
Because the ruchot raot go here and there, but the ilanot do not move from their places.
Above the ruchot raot [G-d] created the beheimah (animal?)
Because the beheimah produces and eats, whereas the ruchot raot neither produce nor
eat
Above the beheimah [G-d] created the Adam
Because in the Adam contains intellect and the beheimah does not contain intellect
Above the Adam [G-d] created the ministering angels
Because the ministering angels go from one end of the world to the other end, but human
beings not so.



4. Psalms 78:23-25

G-d commanded the clouds above, and the doors of heaven He opened.
He rained manna on them, and the grain of heaven He gave to them.
Lechem abirim a man ate; He sent them provision to satiety.

5. lbn Ezrato Psalms 78:25
“Lechem ‘Abirim™ — these are the clouds

6. Talmud Yoma 75b

“Lechem abirim akhal ish” — Bread that the ministering angels eat, according to Rabbi Akiva.

But when these words said before Rabbi Yishmael, he told them: Go out and say to Akiva: ‘Akiva,

you have erred! Do the ministering angels eat bread?! But Scripture said “Bread | did not eat,

and water | did not drink”!?

So, how do | sustain “abirim”? Bread that is absorbed in the 248 eivarim.

So, how do | sustain “(you shall have a latrine)” This was for materials sold them by Gentile

merchants.

Rabbi Elazar ben Parta said: Even the materials sold to them by Gentile merchants were

counteracted by the manna.

So, how do | sustain “(you must have a latrine)” That was after they acted rottenly.
Said The Holy One Who is Blessed: | said that they would be like the ministering angels —
now | will put them to the bother of travelling three parasangs to defecate, as Scripture
says ‘and they encamped on the Jordan from Beit haYeshimot until Avel haShittim”, and
Rabbah Bar Bar Channah said: | saw that land, and it is three parasangs, and a beraita
taught: When they defecated, they went neither in front of nor to the sides of the camp,
rather to the back.

“Now our souls are dried out, there is nothing, (our eyes do not turn to the manna)” —

They said: This manna will eventually explode in their intestines! Is there anyone born of woman

who ingests without excreting?

But when these words were said before Rabbi Yishmael, he said to them: Do not read “abirim”

but rather “eivarim” - Bread that is absorbed in the 248 eivarim.

So, how do | sustain “(you must have a latrine)"? That was for materials that they received from

foreign lands.

7. Derashot of R. Joshua Ibn Shu’ib (Spain, 1280-1340)
. .. manna, which is lechem abirim, meaning bread that the ministering angels eat and is
absorbed into the organs . . .

8. Sefat Emet to Yoma 75b

“Do the ministering angels really eat bread . . . ‘| did not eat bread™” —

Prima facie this is difficult, as on the contrary, this proves the opposite! That it was necessary to
say “I did not eat bread” implies that it is plausible that he would eat bread Above!?

It appears to me that since Scripture writes “I did not eat bread”, this implies that he ate
something else,

And furthermore, it is impossible for a created being to exist without sustenance,

rather he was sustained by the radiance of the Divine Presence just like the ministering angels.
From this Rabbi Yishmael demonstrated that the ministering angels were not sustained by bread,
so [Moshe] meant the following: “The bread that is eaten by those below | did not eat, only the
bread of those Above”, in which case it is demonstrated that the food of the angels is not manna.
However, the implication of the Zohar is in accordance with Rabbi Akiva, with the proviso that
when the manna came below it transformed so that it could be called “bread”, whereas the
ministering angels eat it as it is before the transformation into bread.



9. Zohar to Ruth
We learned in a beraita: Washing of the hands precedes eating.
What is the reason? Because eating requires cleanliness just like the ministering angels
Above,
For Rav Hamnuna the Aged said thus: What is the intent of Scripture in writing
“lechem abirim a man ate”? Bread that the ministering angels eat.
What difference should that make? That just as the ministering angels
eat in sanctity and ritual purity and cleanliness, so to Israel is required to
eat in sanctity and ritual purity,
as Scripture writes: “And you shall make yourselves holy” —
these refer to the first waters; “and you will be holy” — these refer
to the latter waters.

10. Raavyah Yoma 529 (R. Eliezer ben R. Yoel Halevi, 1140-1220)
There are those distinguished ones who after barkhu stand the entire night and day on their feet,
for we learn in Pirkei deRabbi Eliezer Chapter 46”
Samael saw that he found no sin in Israel on the Day of Atonement, and said before The Holy
One Who is Blessed: Master of the Universes, You have one nation in the world which is like the
ministering angels —
Just as the ministering angels are barefoot, so too Israel on the Day of Atonement;
Just as the ministering angels have no knees, so too Israel stand on their feet on the Day
of Atonement;
Just as the ministering angels do not eat and drink, so too Israel;
And just as the ministering angels are clean, so too Israel is clean from all sin on the Day
of Atonement;
Just as the ministering angels have peace among themselves, so too Israel on the Day of
Atonement;
And The Holy One Who is Blessed hears [this] testimony from the mouth of their accuser and
atones for the altar and the sanctuary and the priests and the entire community from children
through adults etc.

11. Rabbeinu Asher Yoma 8:24

And a person should have on his heart on the eve of the Day of Atonement to placate any man
who preserves hatred for him, as we say: . . . Rav had an unpleasantness with a particular
butcher. He preserved it all twelve months and did not come. When the eve of the Day of
Atonement arrived, he said: “l will go and take him out of his opinion, so that heart of everyone in
Israel will be whole with his fellow, as we find in Pirkei deRabbi Eliezer: Samael saw that he had
not found sin in Israel on the Day of Atonement and said: Master of the Universe, You have one
nation that is like the ministering angels . . . and on the basis of this midrash many people in
Ashkenaz adopted the practice of standing upright the entire day.

12. Responsa Yehudah Yaaleh (Rabbi Judah ben Israel Assad 1794-1866) OC178

The book Those Ten Days says: It begins with a shin and ends with a lamed, thus “shal
(remove) your shoes from your feet”, and this references the negation of the powers of the body,
as Chazal said, and this is something necessary for the Day of Atonement so as to be similar to
the ministering angels.

To my impoverished intellect this explains the language of Pirkei deRabbi Eliezer . . .

which is astonishing?! How could we describe the ministering angels as barefoot of shoes, which
are not part of the human body?!

But the intent is: just as the shoe is clothing for the foot, so too the body is clothing for the soul,
And the ministering angels are removed from matter because they are separated intellects — that
is the meaning of barefoot, and so too Israel on the Day of Atonement are barefoot, meaning
removed from the physicality of the powers of the body. So it appears to me.



13. Nachmanides to Exodus 16:6

Know that there is in the manna a great matter, hinted at by the Rabbis in Tractate Yoma ...
And this which Rabbi Akiva said means: The existence of the ministering angels is sustained by
the radiance of the Divine Presence . . .and the manna is a generation of the upper light that
becomes physical at the Will of its Creator Who Will be Blessed. So it turns out that the men of
the manna and the ministering angels are fed from the same single thing.

But Rabbi Yishmael took him to task because they are not sustained by a physical manifestation
generated by the light, as behold their existence is sustained by the upper light itself, and
because of this they could find a taste in the manna of whatever they wished, because the soul in
its thought cleaves to those Above and finds a resting and restoring place and draws goodwill
from before Him . . .
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Introduction:

3 Goals of the shiur

a. Do Angels Fast on YK? AS TMK immediately noticed, the question makes no sense unless
we assume that angels eat the rest of the year, so one level this will be a straightforward text shiur
about whether angels eat.

b. Some use of text criticism and discussion of the nature of Talmud etc. in memoriam.
Intellectual honesty

c. But the main focus, in memoriam, is how we deal with texts that are part of our tradition —
even authoritative parts of our tradition — that have frameworks and assumptions that are different
from and alienating to us. Intellectual honesty and reverence/authority/submission.

1. Don’t understand the text at all, and are there 7 or 8 levels, but seems clear that angels, or at
least ministering angels, don’t eat.

2. Fun halakhic nafka minah from this text

3. But here a different version of text 1, which very much leaves out the claim that angels don’t
eat. Is the text reactive, in which case this would demonstrate a counterpoint?

4. What is the context? Presumably the manna, but are both strophi about the same thing? Why
is ish singular? What are abirim?

5. Does Ibn Ezra have any basis for this translation?

6. What does rabbi Akiva think angels are? What is Rabbi Yishmael’s textual counterclaim?
What is his substantive position? Note that he is usually seen as the “naturalist”, pshatnik,
relative to Rabbi Akiva — what about here?

Why is this comic text about bathrooming in Talmud? In Masekhet Yoma Chapter 8?

Answer given to Maimo faculty about fasting — so do the angels fast, acc. to R. Akiva? Would
the Jews have fasted in the midbar?

7. Weak proof — point may be just to demonstrate that he was above. But the claim about
contingent beings is very cool. But look how he has Rabbi Yishmael be moderate!

8. Certainly doesn’t see the disagreement as fundamental

9. Nafka minot (like Yaakov’s shtreimel) from angels eating
10. ditto

11. Ditto but with an emphasis more congenial to moderns
12. Allegorization — yay!

13-14 — but this seems more like pshat? What do we do?



