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TOWARD A TRUER TESHUVAH

s a community’s repentance more than the sum of its constituent members’ re-

pentance? The Talmud (Rosh haShannah 17b) says yes - only communal repen-

tance can undo “sealed” Heavenly verdicts. But why is the teshuvah of a com-
munity more than the sum of its parts?

I suggest that communities are not about the present, but rather about the future -

about the way children will develop, about making moral, ethical, and religious choices

attractive in every citizen’s life. Individual repentance begins with regret for the past, and

sees future commitment primarily as a measure of the genuineness of regret; communal Summer Beit Midrash fellow
Jonathan Ziring (right) con-
sults R. Meir Sendor (left) at
The observant community has much to regret about the past year. Ethical lapses the Young Israel of Sharon.

repentance cares about regret only insofar as it is necessary to improve the future.

from Postville to Deal created massive desecrations of G-d’s Name; abuse scandals are
rife; and the sight of rabbis in handcuffs has ™ L « L becomg cbmmonplace. But it is not sufficient to cry and beat
our chests - we must find ways to ensure that next month, next year, next decade will be better.

A key element of that repentance must be to make sure that the Torah we teach unambiguously condemns the
physical, psychological, and financial mistreatment of all human beings, and mandates deep concern for their wellbe-
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