1. Devarim 17:8-13
On the basis of the Torah that they will direct you,
and on the law which they will say to you,
you must act;
do not stray from the matter that they will tell you right or left
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2. Talmud Shabbat 23a
What blessing does he make?
“Who has sanctified us with His commandments and commanded us to light the Chanukah lamp.
Where did He command us?
Rav Avya said: Do not stray;
Rav Nechemyah said: Ask your father and he will tell you, your elders and they will say to you.
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3. Talmud Berakhot 19b
A beraita:
Great is human dignity, in that it pushes aside DO NOT in the Torah
Why (does it push aside)?! Say there is no (value to) wisdom or understanding or sagacity opposite G-d!?
Rav son of Shva had interpreted this in the presence of Rav Kehana: the DO NOT of do not stray.
They laughed at him: The DO NOT of do not stray is deoraital?
Said Rav Kehana:
A great man said something - Do not laugh at him!
All Rabbinic matters — they supported on the DO NOT of do not stray, and because of dignity - the Rabbis
permitted.
WNY RN
.MIN2Y NYyn X7 [NX] NNITY NiMan 72D 71ma
?1'"n 7217 XY 'RIENIAN 'R NNDN 'R RN 7'RNNI
DI0N K77 IX72 :XIND 20T AN XAW 12 21 Nnaan
?IN'D KNTIRT ION KT IRT 107 1D'NX
:NIND 21 NN
In"2v 1D'NN X7 - XN NN N2 KN
[120Y MY - ITIAD DIYNAL,N0N X7T IRT 7V 1IN1DNOX - T 7' '



4. Vayikra 18:30
You must be shomer My mishmeret
to not do of the abominable statutes which were done before you,
and you will/must not be defiled in them.
I am Hashem your G-d.
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5. Talmud Yebamot 21a
Said Rava:
From where in the Torah is there a hint to (prohibitions of incest with regard to) secondary relatives?
Scripture says because the men of the Land did all those abominations —
Those = the ‘hard ones’, so derive that there are ‘soft ones’, and what are they? Secondary relatives . . .
Rav Kehana said, from here:
You must be shomer My mishmeret — make a mishmeret for My mishmeret.
Said Abbayay to Rav Yosef:
But that is deoraita!?
It is deoraita, but the Rabbis interpreted it.
Everything in the Torah is interpreted by the Rabbis!?
Rather it is derabannan, and the verse is a mere support.
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6. Maimonides, Commentary to Mishnah, Avot 1:1
“and make a hedge for the Torah” — meaning the gezeirot and takkanot which distance a person from
transgression,
as The Exalted said: “You must be shomer My mishmeret”,
and they said in explanation of this: “make a mishmeret for My mishmeret”.
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7. Maimonides, Commentary to Mishnah, Introduction

The fourth category

these are the laws that the prophets and sages of every generation established as a fence or hedge for
the Torah;

these (are the laws) that Hashem commanded to do generally when He said “you must be shomer My
mishmeret”, which via tradition = “make a mishmeret for my mishmeret”;

these are (the laws) that Chazal call “gezeirot”.

There can be disputes regarding (laws in) this category as well . . .

See that bird-meat in milk is a rabbinic gezeirah to distance from sin, while only kosher-animal-meat is
forbidden by the Torah, but the Sages forbade bird-meat in milk so as to distance from the prohibited,
but some among them did not favor this gezeirah,

thus Rabbi Yose the Gallilean would permit eating bird-meat in milk,

and the people of his place would eat it, as is explained in the Talmud.

But when there was assent by all regarding one of these gezeirot — one may not transgress it in any way

The fifth category
These are the laws that are made via analysis to arrange interpersonal matters
a matter that has in it no addition to the words of the Torah nor subtraction
or in matters that are because of tikkun haolam in matters of religious law
and these are what the Sages called “takkanot and minhagot”
and it is forbidden to transgress them in any way since the entire nation has assented to them
Shlomo a”h warned against transgressing these and said who breaches a fence a snake will bite him . . .
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