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During the Israeli invasion of Lebanon (the Litani Operation) IDF soldier Avraham Amram was captured in a clash on
April 5, 1978, with Palestinian PFLP-GC forces near Rashidieh camp in South Lebanon. Four other Israeli soldiers
were killed while two others managed to escape to Israeli held territory. He was exchanged March 14, 1979, for 76
convicted Palestinian prisoners held in Israeli jails, 20 of whom "with blood on their hands."®! The prisoner swap
was described as Israel's "first prisoner exchange with an Arab terrorist organization".2Zl Among those released in
the exchange was Hafez Dalkamoni, who would later be described as one of the “key-aids” of Ahmed Jibril, the
leader of the PFLP-GC. In 1988 he was arrested in West Germany on suspicion of terrorist activities. He is believed
by some to have led the cell that carried out the Lockerbie bombing.8!

September 3, 1982, four Palestinian Fatah fighters surprised an IDF outpost near Bhamdoun in central Lebanon.
The commander of the Palestinian squad was Eissa Hajjo. Eight IDF soldiers from the Nahal brigade surrendered
without a fight and were taken prisoners by the Palestinians. Their behavior was deemed "unacceptable" by IDF
Chief of Staff Moshe Levy.! The pro-Syrian PFLP-GC, led by Ahmad Jibril, helped the Fatah fighters and their
prisoners with transportation away from the frontline. PFLP-GC kept two of the Israeli prisoners.

Six of these soldiers (Eliyahu Abutbul, Danny Gilboa, Rafael Hazan, Reuven Cohen, Avraham Mindvelsky, and
Avraham Kronenfeld) were released November 23, 1983, in exchange for 4,765 Palestinians and Lebanese
imprisoned at Ansar camp during the 1982 Lebanon war and 65 Palestinian prisoners from Israeli jails. 2211l

In 1984 Israel swapped 291 Syrian prisoners and the bodies of 72 others in exchange for 6 Israeli prisoners and 5
bodies.[2!

The remaining two soldiers from the Bhamdoun raid in the hands of PFLP-GC (Yosef Grof and Nissim Salem), as
well as a third IDF prisoner (Hezi Shai) captured during the battle of Sultan Ya'goub, also held by the PFLP-GC, were
released May 20, 1985, in an exchange known as the Jibril Agreement for 1,150 Palestinian prisoners held in Israeli
jails. Among those released were 380 prisoners sentenced to life imprisonment. 22!

During the so-called "Jibril deal" several controversial prisoners, such as Kozo Okamoto, were released. 21231101
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