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Devarim 11:22
Because if you rigorously keep all this mitzvah,
which | am commanding you to do it,
to love Hashem your G-d,
to go in all His ways,
and to cleave to Him
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ROSH Nedarim
“Do things leshem paalam” = for the name of the Holy Blessed One Who made all for His sake,
“and speak in them lishmam” = all your speech and conversation in words of Torah should be for the
sake of the Torah, for example to know and understand and add takeaways and pilpul . . .
‘1Myn7 720 7wsw XIn N2 wiTpn 7w iyt = "7y nw'? 0T nwy”
S19991 NPT Q'oINT1 Fan71i Y17 120 ,NINN DW7 N DN N2 RWNIE AT D = "myt [na T

RABBI NORMAN LAMM 2”1

“The study of Torah or its own sake” was the 18" century Rav Chaim Volozhin’s translation of lishmoh. As
expressed by Rabbi Dr. Norman Lamm z”I,

“R. Hayyim’s major contribution to the subject of lishmoh is its definition as leshem haTorah — “for the
sake of the Torah”, for “Torah for its own sake”, quite literally.

The intellectual comprehension of Torah is the purpose of its study . . .

The study of Torah, however, is different. Here there is no place for inspiring religious emotion; the
purpose is purely cognitive — the increase in knowledge and understanding.”

Nefesh HaChayyim 4:2 (1748-1821)
The meaning of being osek in Torah lishmoh —
The clear truth is that lishmoh doesn’t mean deveikut, as most of the world now thinks . ..
and this also appeals to reason, as there are many laws in the Talmud that when a person is osek in them, they
need to investigate and sink their mind and intellect into the gashmi aspects of them, such as birdnests, and
niddah, which are fundamental to or part of the Talmudic discourse, and the general rules of migo of tricksters,
what a trickster could plead,
and it is nearly impossible that one could sustain appropriate deveikut then
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Nefesh HaChayyim 4:3
But the truth is that lishmoh means for the sake of the Torah, and the meaning is as ROSH explained . . .
out of love of Torah itself mamash, meaning to add takeaways and pilpul . . .
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Halakhic Man, pp. 87-89 = 78 Tiny n27nn w'X (I have significantly modified the translation)
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"The whole notion of [Torah] nnw? primarily refers to [studying] for the sake of the love of the Torah - i.e., that
one should exert oneself to determine its root principle.
A person might think that nnw'7 means [for the sake of] cleaving to G-d (NIj7'27), and according to this opinion
would imagine that occupying himself with songs and hymns, in particular the Psalms of David, the sweet singer of
Israel, that arouse in one love for G-d and [a sense of] His closeness, is sufficient for him, and that in this manner
he will live a sweet and desirable life -
but such is not the case,
because the Midrash [on Psalms 1:8] states that King David requested that one occupied with his poems and songs
be considered the equivalent of one who studied the Laws of 0'va1 and Ni7nX - which implies that the study of
those laws is more valuable! And we have no evidence that God granted David’s request.
[This is so] because the primary purpose of study is not to occupy oneself ?simply? with cleaving to G-d, but
rather to understand, through Torah, the commandments and laws, and to know each and every matter clearly,
both its general principles and its particulars.. . .
thus one should study these matters, i.e. these laws, for the sake of the matters themselves. . .
meaning that one will comprehend them and deepen one’s understanding and analytic skill,
and not study ?only? for nij'aT as many have mistakenly thought.
Rather, one must study profoundly and inquire into the very concrete materiality if these laws,
for example, when studying the laws of damages.
So too, one must sometimes analyze the 1am (the principle that a party’s plea is to be credited if a more
convenient or advantageous plea were available to him) of frauds, what the fraud could claim, and the like . ..
And even though he has no thought during the learning for matters of n nx2",
nevertheless all the learning is for the sake of the Unification of the Holy Blessed One,
so when he tires himself in the effort to understand a law simply and clearly, certainly the Divine Presence rests
upon him while he is actually learning,
as the Sages of Blessed Memory said: “The Holy One Blessed Be He has in His world only the four cubits of
no7n”.

The above are the words of R. Hayyim Volozhin, the outstanding student of the Vilna Gaon and founder
of the Yeshiva of Volozhin, in his book n"n nin, and it seems to me that they need no commentary.
AINY DPIPT DI'RY 'INITADI, 902, |'T1I71E MW ToY I R™MAan 7w 1T'nn 0N Y MaT IR



Torah Lishmah — Shiur 2 of 3 SBM 2023 at YI Sharon

X 2nm (h2a ;210 INIY) 070N UITn

,(10:0' 0'70MN) 91297 27 (AN ' X [IXI7 1D

LNT7 10 NN vy

,00'1 M1901 NI DN NI 1IN 7K1

JI70RID'WAD DY [NV 7011 ,00] AN L,DNA NI 1IN RIR

Socrates: I often envy the profession of a rhapsode, lon; for you have always to wear fine clothes, and to
look as beautiful as you can is a part of your art. Then, again, you are obliged to be continually in the
company of many good poets; and especially of Homer, who is the best and most divine of them; and to
understand him, and not merely learn his words by rote, is a thing greatly to be envied. And no man can
be a rhapsode who does not understand the meaning of the poet. For the rhapsode ought to interpret the
mind of the poet to his hearers, but how can he interpret him well unless he knows what he means? All
this is greatly to be envied.

Ion. Very true, Socrates; interpretation has certainly been the most laborious part of my art; and I believe
myself able to speak about Homer better than any man; and that neither Metrodorus of Lampsacus,

nor Stesimbrotus of Thasos, nor Glaucon, nor any one else who ever was, had as good ideas about Homer
as I have, or as many.

Soc. I am glad to hear you say so, lon; I see that you will not refuse to acquaint me with them.

Ion. Certainly, Socrates; and you really ought to hear how exquisitely I render Homer. I think that the
Homeridae should give me a golden crown . . .

Soc. O that we were wise, Ion, and that you could truly call us so; but you rhapsodes and actors, and the
poets whose verses you sing, are wise; whereas | am a common man, who only speak the truth.

For consider what a very commonplace and trivial thing is this which I have said- a thing which any man
might say: that when a man has acquired a knowledge of a whole art, the enquiry into good and bad is one
and the same. Let us consider this matter; is not the art of painting a whole?

For all good poets, epic as well as lyric, compose their beautiful poems not by art, but because they are
inspired and possessed . . . For the poet is a light and winged and holy thing, and there is no invention in
him until he has been inspired and is out of his senses, and the mind is no longer in him: when he has not
attained to this state, he is powerless and is unable to utter his oracles.

Many are the noble words in which poets speak concerning the actions of men; but like yourself when
speaking about Homer, they do not speak of them by any rules of art: they are simply inspired to utter that
to which the Muse impels them, and that only . . . and therefore God takes away the minds of poets, and
uses them as his ministers, as he also uses diviners and holy prophets, in order that we who hear them
may know them to be speaking not of themselves who utter these priceless words in a state of
unconsciousness, but that God himself is the speaker, and that through them he is conversing with us . . .
Soc. I wish you would frankly tell me, lon, what I am going to ask of you: When you produce the greatest
effect upon the audience in the recitation of some striking passage, such as the apparition of

Odysseus leaping forth on the floor, recognized by the suitors and casting his arrows at his feet . . . are
you in your right mind? Are you not carried out of yourself, and does not your soul in an ecstasy seem to
be among the persons or places of which you are speaking . . .

Ion. That proof strikes home to me, Socrates. For I must frankly confess that at the tale of pity, my eyes
are filled with tears, and when I speak of horrors, my hair stands on end and my heart throbs.

Soc. Well, Ion, and what are we to say of a man who at a sacrifice or festival, when he is dressed in
holiday attire and has golden crowns upon his head, of which nobody has robbed him, appears

sweeping or panic-stricken in the presence of more than twenty thousand friendly faces, when there is no
one despoiling or wronging him;- is he in his right mind or is he not?

Ion. No indeed, Socrates, I must say that, strictly speaking, he is not in his right mind.

Soc. And are you aware that you produce similar effects on most spectators?
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