Torah Lishmah — Shiur 1 of 3 SBM 2023 at YI Sharon

Talmud Taanit 7a
A beraita:
Rabbi Bena’ah would say:
All who are osek in Torah lishmoh
Rashi: motivated by “as Hashem my G-d has commanded me, and not in order to be called “Rabbi”
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Rambam, Laws of Repentance 10:5
All who are osek in Torah in order to receive reward, or so as not to receive punishment —
This is being osek not-lishmoh,;
but all who engage intensely in it not out of fear and not to receive reward,
but rather out of love of the Lord of all the land Who commanded it -
this is being osek in it lishmoh.
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Talmud Nedarim 62a
A beraita:
To love Hashem your G-d, to heed his voice, and to cleave to him (Devarim 11:22) —
So that a person not say:
| will read Scripture — so that they will call me “Sage”;
| will recite (Oral Torah) — so that they will call me “Rabbi”;
| will sharpen my Torah knowledge — so that | will be an Elder, and sit in a yeshiva;
Rather, learn out of love, and in the end, honor will come.. ..
Rabbi Elazar bar R. Zadok says:
*Do things leshem paalam = for the sake of their Maker, and speak in them lishmam = for their own sake
Do not make them a coronet to be enlarged by them, do not make them a spade to dig with.
via kal vachomer:
If Belshazzar, who merely used holy vessels that became secular, was uprooted from the world,
one who instrumentalizes the crown of Torah — how much more so!
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Devarim 11:22
Because if you rigorously keep all this mitzvah,
which | am commanding you to do it,
to love Hashem your G-d,
to go in all His ways,
and to cleave to Him
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ROSH Nedarim
“Do things leshem paalam”
= for the name of the Holy Blessed One Who made all for His sake,
“and speak in them lishmam”
= all your speech and conversation in words of Torah should be for the sake of the Torah,
for example to know and understand and add takeaways and pilpul, not to attack or be prideful . ..
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Introduction to Eglei Tal (1838-1910)
While I'm at it, I'll mention the opinion of some people, strayers from the path of the intellect, regarding
the study of our holy Torah.
They say that one who is creative while learning and derives joy and delight from study -
this is not learning lishmoh quite as much as if they were learning straightforwardly,
deriving no delight at all, but rather only for the sake of the commandment.
whereas one who enjoys the learning is mixing their own pleasure into the learning.
In truth, this is a blatant error -
on the contrary, the essence of the commandment to learn Torah is to be celebratory, joyous, and taking
delight in one’s learning,
because then the words of Torah are absorbed into one’s blood,
and since he derives pleasure from Torah, he becomes davuk to it.
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Talmud Horayot 10b
Said Rav Nachman bar Yitzchak:
A sin lishmoh is greater than a mitzvoh not-lishmoh,
as Scripture says: Let Yael wife of Chever the Kenite be blessed above women . . .
Said Rabbi Yochanan:
Seven times that evildoer (Sisera) consummated sex with her . ..
But she derived pleasure from the sin!? . ..
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RABBI NORMAN LAMM z”|

“The study of Torah or its own sake” was the 18t century Rav Chaim Volozhin’s translation of lishmoh.
As expressed by Rabbi Dr. Norman Lamm z”I,

“R. Hayyim’s major contribution to the subject of lishmoh is its definition as leshem haTorah —

“for the sake of the Torah”, or “Torah for its own sake”, quite literally.

The intellectual comprehension of Torah is the purpose of its study . . .

The study of Torah, however, is different. Here there is no place for inspiring religious emotion;

the purpose is purely cognitive — the increase in knowledge and understanding.”
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Nefesh HaChayyim 4:2 (1748-1821)

The meaning of being osek in Torah lishmoh —

The clear truth is that lishmoh doesn’t mean deveikut, ad most of the world now thinks . . .
and this is sensible,

and there are many laws in the Talmud that when a person is osek in them,

they need to investigate and sink their mind and intellect into the gashmi aspects of them,
such as birdnests, and niddah, which are fundamental to or part of the Talmudic discourse,
and the general rules of migo of tricksters, what a trickster could plead,

and it is nearlu impossible that one could sustain appropriate deveikut then

Nefesh HaChayyim 4:3
But the truth is that lishmoh means for the sake of the Torah,
and the meaning is as ROSH explained . . .
out of love of Torah itself mamash, meaning to add takeaways and pilpul . . .
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Shiurei Da’at 2:Maalot HaTorah 2 (1860-1929)
Possibly this is the intent of learning Torah lishmoh,
meaning: for the sake of the Torah itself,
not for its reward and not even because of its mitzvoh,
rather for the sake of the Torah itself,
for the sake of its holiness and its sweetness,
because there can be no measuring how sweet the words of Torah are to one who merits tasting from
the Tree of Life of our holy Torah,
because thereby a person is connected to The Holy Blessed One,
as Chazal said: “I am Hashem your G-d - |, my soul written | gave”,
and this is its sweetness.
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