תלמוד בבלי מסכת חגיגה דף טו עמוד ב 
ורבי מאיר, היכי גמר תורה מפומיה דאחר? והאמר רבה בר בר חנה אמר רבי יוחנן: 
מאי דכתיב (מלאכי ב) כי שפתי כהן ישמרו דעת ותורה יבקשו מפיהו כי מלאך ה'

צבאות הוא?

אם דומה הרב למלאך ה' צבאות, יבקשו תורה מפיהו; 
ואם לאו, אל יבקשו תורה מפיהו.!? 

אמר ריש לקיש: 
רבי מאיר קרא אשכח ודרש: (משלי כ"ב) הט אזנך ושמע דברי חכמים ולבך תשית לדעתי -  "לדעתם" לא נאמר, אלא "לדעתי". 

רב חנינא אמר: מהכא: 
(תהלים מ"ה) שמעי בת וראי והטי אזנך ושכחי עמך ובית אביך וגו'.

קשו קראי אהדדי!? 
לא קשיא - הא בגדול, הא בקטן. 
כי אתא רב דימי אמר: 
אמרי במערבא: רבי מאיר אכל תחלא ושדא שיחלא לברא. 
דרש רבא: 
מאי דכתיב (שיר השירים ו) אל גנת אגוז ירדתי לראות באבי הנחל וגו' – 

למה נמשלו תלמידי חכמים לאגוז? 
לומר לך: מה אגוז זה, אף על פי שמלוכלך בטיט ובצואה, אין מה שבתוכו נמאס, אף 
תלמיד חכם, אף על פי שסרח, אין תורתו נמאסת. 
אשכחיה רבה בר שילא לאליהו. 
אמר ליה: מאי קא עביד הקדוש ברוך הוא? 
אמר ליה: קאמר שמעתא מפומייהו דכולהו רבנן, ומפומיה דרבי מאיר לא קאמר. 
אמר ליה: אמאי? 
משום דקא גמר שמעתא מפומיה דאחר. 
אמר ליה: אמאי? רבי מאיר רמון מצא, תוכו אכל, קליפתו זרק! 
אמר ליה: השתא קאמר: מאיר בני אומר: בזמן שאדם מצטער, שכינה מה לשון אומרת?  “קלני מראשי, קלני מזרועי”.  אם כך הקדוש ברוך הוא מצטער על דמן של רשעים, קל וחומר על דמן של צדיקים שנשפך! 

Talmud Chagigah 15b

But how could Rabbi Meir learn Torah from the mouth of Acher?  Did not Rabbah Bar Bar Channah say in the name of Rav Yochanan:

What is meant by that which Scripture writes: for the lips of the priest shall preserve knowledge, and they shall seek Torah from his mouth, for he is a messenger/angel of Hashem Lord of Hosts?

If the rav is similar to a messenger/angel of Hashem Lord of Hosts, they shall seek Torah from his mouth;

But if not, they must not seek Torah from his mouth.!?

Said Resh Lakish: 

Rabbi Meir found a verse and expounded: Incline your ear and hear the words of the sages, and your heart give to My knowledge – 

It does not say “to their knowledge”, but rather “to My knowledge”.

Rabbi Chanina said: From here: 

Hear O daughter and see and incline your ear and forget your nation and your father’s house etc.

The verses pose difficulty for each other!?

There is no difficulty – this refers to a great/adult, this to a small/child.

When Rav Dimi came he said:


They say in the West: Rabbi Meir ate a date and threw out the pit.

Rava expounded:     

What is meant by that which Scripture writes: I descended to a chestnut garden, to see the buds of the wadis?
Why are scholars compared to the chestnut?

To say to you: Just as this chestnut, even though it is smeared with mud and excrement, what is in it does not become disgusting, so too a scholar, even though he has behaved rottenly
, his Torah does not become disgusting.

Rabbah bar Sheila found Eliyahu.  

He said to him: What is The Holy One Who Is Blessed doing?

He said to him: He is saying a discussion from the mouth of all the rabbis, but he is not saying from the mouth of Rabbi Meir.

He said to him: Why?

Because he learned from the mouth of Acher.

He said to him: Why?  Rabbi Meir found a pomegranate, he ate its inside and disposed of its rind!

He said to him: Now He is saying: Meir my son says: When a human being suffers, what words does the Shekhinah say?
  “Pain from my head, pain from my arm”
.  If The Holy One Who Is Blessed suffers so over the blood of the wicked, a fortiori (He must suffer) over the blood of the righteous that is spilled!



�


In what way, according to Rav Yochanan, should a rav be similar to an angel?


Do you learn better from someone you see as perfect, or from someone who has evident weaknesses and struggles?   Which is more important in Torah-mentoring, reverence or relevance?


According to Rav Yochanan, should someone who sees him or herself as not angelic teach Torah?  


�


How does Rabbi Meir’s drashah justify his learning from Acher?  Can one accept his literary point and still come to a different conclusion?


Do Resh Lakish and Rav Yochanan necessarily disagree?


�


How does Rabbi Chaninah derive from this verse a defense of Rabbi Meir?


Are Resh Lakish and Rabbi Chanina just using different verses, or are they making different arguments?


�


Which verse or verses refers to which?


�


Why doesn’t Rav Dimi cite a verse?  Is he defending Rabbi Meir’s actions, or just describing how they turned out?


�


How does Rava know that the chestnuts in the verse symbolize scholars?


What, for our purposes, is the major difference between a chestnut and a date?


Would the distinction between the great/adult and small/child help reconcile the positions of Rava and Rav Yochanan?


�


Which poses more of a reason to reject a teacher, unacceptable actions or unacceptable ideas?


�


How does Rabbah bar Sheilah convince The Holy One Who Is Blessed?  Is he providing new information, or a new perspective?


�


Why would The Holy One Who Is Blessed cite Rabbi Meir’s report of the Shekhinah’s words?


�


How does Rabbi Meir know this?


�


Why does The Holy One Who Is Blessed cite this particular statement of Rabbi Meir immediately after he is reinstated?


�


List all the participants in this Talmudic discussion.  How many years and countries are involved?


Would you classify this sugya as halakhah or aggada?





