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RAK - This is an Invented question — maybe RAN never considered the possibility that there was a difference

since it’s DMT NI2'ow, and D'MT NID'OVY includes such cases, as he notes later on.
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SUMMARY OF RZNG
1. RAMO allows “removal of prevention” (vaim n1on) from a goses
2. That obviously violates the obligation to save = lo ta’amod al dam re’ekha

3. RAN says that an oath to self-starve violates the Torah prohibition against murder (nn'x").

RAK: THIS MISTAKENLY EQUATES MURDER WITH BLOODSHEDDING; RAN DOESN’T SAY nnix1. ACTUALLY, "nn'x1 01" (GR) IS BLOODSHEDDING
NOT MURDER. THE ARGUMENT THROUGHOUT MISTAKENLY ASSUMES THAT THERE IS NO CATEGORY INTERMEDIATE BETWEEN MURDER AND
LIFESAVING.

4. RAN thus contradicts RAMO, because self-starvation is just “removal of prevention”, or perhaps even less -
“failure to provide a prevention” —and yet he calls it murder.
RAK: NOTE: THERE IS NO NEED FOR RAMO TO AGREE WITH RAN!
5. Two resolutions:
A. GR applies only when the removal or endangerment enables a deadly force, or enables a force to
become deadly. It does not apply if it instead removes a lifesaving force. So — removing salt or a
woodchopper is not GR — it involves removal of a lifesaving force so that the person dies of “internal”
causes. RAN only meant that self-starvation violates /o taamod, not that it was retzichah.
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RAK: THERE IS NO BASIS FOR THIS OKIMTA IN THE RAN

B. GR applies only when the thing removed would have naturally kept the person alive, but not when
it merely prevented death. Food keeps a person alive; loud noises only prevent death.
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The nafka minah between these approaches is whether removal of a ventilator is gram retzichah
According to resolution A, removal of a ventilator is not gram retzichah, as it merely prevents air from saving
the patient.
According to resolution B, removal of a ventilator is gram retzichah, as air keeps a person alive.
RAK: THE DEFINITIONS IN BOTH A AND B ARE ARGUABLE. E.G., COVID PATIENTS GENERALLY DIES OF ORGAN FAILURE RATHER THAN OF

ASPHYXIATION, AND THE ORGAN FAILURE IS ENABLED BY THE REMOVAL. ON THE OTHER HAND, WHILE AIR KEEPS A PERSON ALIVE, PERHAPS
ARTIFICIALLY BREATHING MERELY PREVENTS DEATH.

6. However, it is possible that according to both A and B, removal of a ventilator is simple murder if it results
in immediate death.
7. So why does RAMO permit removing the woodchopper or salt? He must assume that death will not ensue

immediately, at least in the salt case (perhaps removal of the woodchopper is different).

RAK: THERE IS NO BASIS IN RAMO FOR THIS OKIMTA. ALSO, WHY SHOULD IMMEDIACY MATTER? THIS SEEMS TO ME AN EXPRESSION OF
MORAL DISCOMFORT RATHER THAN A CONCEPTUALIZATION.

8. Also, according to both A and B, removal of a ventilator remains a violation of lo ta’amod al dam re’ekha,
the prohibition against not-saving. Presumably so does removal of a woodchopper, or the salt. So why does
RAMO permit removing the woodchopper or salt? There must be circumstances under which /o taamod does
not apply.



7. Lo taamod does not apply when death is better for the patient than life. Death is better than life whenever
the patient is in discomfort and will never regain consciousness.

8. Therefore, according to Resolution A, one can remove a ventilator from such a patient if death will not
ensure immediately.

9. Killing a goses, or someone whose death is imminent, is simple murder. One can violate Shabbat to

preserve even a moment of life. {RAMO-must-apply-this-only-to-a-pessibly-orpeotentially-conscied

However, killing a tereifah, or someone who has an organ deficiency or failure that will inevitably kill them
within a year, is not murder. Why isn’t this a paradox?

10. We can resolve the paradox by saying that the goses in RAMOQ’s case is dying merely of old age, not of
illness or injury. If they are dying imminently of injury or iliness, they are treifah in addition to goses.

11. This requires us to redefine treifah to include illnesses that have not already generated organ failure.
RAK: NO EVIDENCE IS PROVIDED FOR THIS REDEFINITION.

12. This means that one can actively kill a treifah whose death is better than life, since it is not murder to kill

them, and there is no lo taamod when death is better than life.
RAK: THIS IS FALSE! KILLING A TREIFAH IS A VIOLATION OF shefikhut damim = BLOODSHEDDING!

13. Given a choice between lo taamod for chayei shaah and chayei olam, one can choose to save the chayei
olam.
14. A goses by definition has only nyw ""n. Therefore, one can choose to save a non-goses over a goses, so
long as no violation of murder is involved.
15. A treifah by definition has only nyw "n. Therefore, one can choose to save a non-treifah over a treifah,
because it is never murder to kill a treifah.
16. THEREFORE,
WE CAN REMOVE A VENTILATOR FROM A treifah (kal vachomer from a goses treifah) TO SAVE A NON-treifah,
EVEN IF LIFE IS BETTER THAN DEATH FOR THE treifah (and certainly if it isn’t), AND
EVEN IF DEATH WILL ENSUE IMMEDIATELY (and certainly if it won’t).
17. FURTHERMORE,
ACCORDING TO RESOLUTION A,
WE CAN REMOVE A VENTILATOR FROM A goses (even a non-treifah) TO SAVE a non-goses
EVEN IF LIFE IS BETTER THAN DEATH FOR THE GOSES (and certainly If it isn’t),
SO LONG AS DEATH WILL NOT ENSUE IMMEDIATELY.
ACCORDING TO RESOLUTION B,
WE CAN NEVER REMOVE A VENTILATOR FROM A NON-treifah goses.
18. FURTHERMORE,
ACCORDING TO BOTH A AND B,
WE CAN CHOOSE NOT TO RESTART A PAUSED VENTILATOR FOR A PATIENT FOR WHOM DEATH IS BETTER
THAN LIFE (especially if we need the ventilator for a different patient, and especially if their life expectancy is
less than a year).
19. FURTHERMORE,
ACCORDING TO BOTH A AND B,
WE CAN CHOOSE NOT TO RESTART A PAUSED VENTILATOR FOR A PATIENT WHOSE MEDICAL (as opposed to
actuarial) LIFE-EXPECTANCY IS LESS THAN A YEAR IF WE NEED THE VENTILATOR FOR A PATIENT WITH
GREATER LIFE-EXPECTANCY.



Rabbi Levi Yitzchak Halperin
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