Unit #1

A. Read Dr. Avraham Steinberg, “Informed Consent: Ethical and Halakhic
Considerations”

See especially footnotes 23, 24, and 34

B. Read Dr. Avraham Steinberg, Encyclopedia of Jewish Medical Ethics, “Informed
Consent”, part C

Compare with his article above

C. Read opening paragraph of Dr. Avraham Steinberg, “Disclosure of Information etc”
Compare broadly with both his articles above

D. Read biographies below (from Bar Ilan CD)

E. Carefully read the remaining mekorot below, but focus not on the specific halakhic

outcomes but rather on the general approaches to autonomy, consent, and coercion (esp.

in the Radbaz).



MAGEN AVRAHAM

R. Avraham Ha-Levi Gombiner was born ca. 1637 in Gombin, Poland, and died in Kalisch in 1683. As a
youth he witnessed the Cossack uprisings in 1648-1649, in which most of his family was murdered. R.
Avraham studied for many years in Lissa, and was appointed a religious judge (dayyan) in Kalisch. R.
Avraham wrote Magen Avraham, a commentary on Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim, before he was thirty.
However, the publication of two similar works, Olat Tamid and Olat Shabbat, by R. Shmuel ben R. Yosef of
Cracow, forced R. Abraham to prepare an entirely new edition of Magen Avraham which included copious
cross-references to the other works. Only after R. Abraham's death was Magen Avraham published by his
son, R. Chaim. . .. Frequently the exact meaning of Magen Avraham's remarks is unclear, and sometimes
this work has even been emended, due to its terse style and the numerous printing errors which have
entered the text. The edition of the Shulchan Aruch printed in Prague, 1785, contains the best text of Magen

Avraham, and this edition of the work was followed in subsequent printings of the Shulchan Aruch . . .

MISHNAH BERURAH

Rabbi Israel Meir Ha-Kohen was born in 1839 and died in 1933 (in Radin, then Pland, now Byelorussia). In
his youth he studied in a yeshiva in Vilna. He was renowned as a scholar of exceptional piety . . . His
magnum opus was the Mishnah Berurah on Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim, in six volumes. He spent 28
years preparing this work; each volume was printed immediately after it was finished (Warsaw 1884 -
Pietrkow 1907). The Mishnah Berurah became very popular and to this day is one of the most important
halakhic works on Orach Chaim among Ashkenazic Jews. This work consists of three parts: the Mishnah
Berurah itself, which explains the rulings of the Shulchan Aruch and provides additional halakhic rulings
regarding matters disputed by halakhic authorities; Be'ur Halakhah, which includes more detailed halakhic
discussions; and Sha'ar Ha-Zion, which cites the sources of the rulings in the Mishnah Berurah and includes

other brief notes.

SHE'ELAT YAVETZ

Rabbi Jacob ben Tzvi Emden was born in 1697 and died in 1776, in Germany. One of the outstanding
rabbis of his generation, Emden studied under his father, who was also a noted halachic authority. Yavetz
(an acronym for Jacob ben Tzvi) did not serve as a practicing rabbi, and he disseminated his views through
the press. . . .Emden wrote commentaries on the Mishnah, Talmud, and the prayer book, as well as a book

of responsa, She'elat Yavetz.

RADBAZ

Rabbi David ben Solomon ibn Avi Zimra was born in Spain in 1479 and died in Israel in 1573. He left Spain
in 1492, as a result of the Spanish expulsion of the Jews. Like many other scholars, he emigrated to Safed,
which had become an important center of Jewish life. In 1513, he left Israel for Cairo, where he became
head of the local Jewish community, chief rabbi, head of the rabbinic court and yeshivah, and executor of
the charity fund. Radbaz served in all these posts without pay, due to his success in business. He was also
famed for his large library. Radbaz returned to Israel in 1553, and once again settled in Safed. He is noted
for his commentary on Maimonides' Mishneh Torah and for his responsa, of which more than 10,000 are

extant. Rabbi Betzalel Ashkenazi (g.v.) was his student.
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