Unit 1.1
"Two Tramps in Mud Time" (http://www.americanpoems.com/poets/robertfrost/772)

Out of the mud two strangers came

And caught me splitting wood in the yard,
And one of them put me off my aim

By hailing cheerily "Hit them hard!"

I knew pretty well why he had dropped behind
And let the other go on a way.

I knew pretty well what he had In mind:

He wanted to take my job for pay.

The time when most 1 loved my task
The two must make me love it more

By coming with what they came to ask.
You®d think 1 never had felt before
The weight of an ax-head poised aloft,
The grip of earth on outspread feet,
The life of muscles rocking soft

And smooth and moist in vernal heat.

Out of the wood two hulking tramps

(From sleeping God knows where last night,

But not long since in the lumber camps).

They thought all chopping was theirs of right.
Men of the woods and lumberjacks,

They judged me by their appropriate tool.
Except as a fellow handled an ax

They had no way of knowing a fool.

Nothing on either side was said.
They knew they had but to stay their stay

And all their logic would fill my head:

As that I had no right to play

With what was another man®s work for gain.
My right might be love but theirs was need.
And where the two exist in twain

Theirs was the better right--agreed.

But yield who will to their separation,
My object in living is to unite

My avocation and my vocation

As my two eyes make one in sight.

Only where love and need are one,

And the work is play for mortal stakes,
Is the deed ever really done

For Heaven and the future®s sakes.



2. Read through nyymr oyir in any siddur. What is the overall mood/attitude of the
poem?

3. Read through Shut Omanut p. 51, 141-4. What is the overall mood-atitude of the
summaries?



Based on these prpos, and without reference to Rabbinic tradition, what would you
say is forbidden in the way of images, statues, etc. not intended for worship?
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Read carefully — don’t trust my formatting! and answer the footnoted questions
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L What precisely does “>nx” mean here?

2 What might this claim tell us about the 110°x?

% What does this beraita prove? How does it prove it?

* Does this beraita agree or disagree with the previous drashah on *nx? If it agrees, do its examples provide
a partial or rather a comprehensive definition of that derashah?
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® What does the phrase *»1°x mean here? What, if anything, previous does this question relate to?

® Define qwax and jnma Mwy» WK K.

" What are the two understandings of the mo°x presented here as alternatives?

& What is the evidence here?

® How does this beraita relate to the previous beraita? How do both relate to the beraitot brought at the
outset?

Y How does this question relate to the previous discussion?
" How “serious” is this derashah? What does it seek to prove, and how?
12 Define mxo precisely for this context.



Read only the underlined parts of the next two. How do those sections relate to each other?
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For each Rashi below — explain why his comment is exegetically necessary, i.e. how one
might have misunderstood or failed to understand the Talmud without them.
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Only if there’s time — What, in very broad terms, is the relationship between the Tosafots
below and the Rashis above?
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Read carefully. Based on this sugya, without reference to rishonim etc., what would you
say is forbidden (acc. to whom) in the way of images, statues, etc. not intended for
worship?
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Comment [GA1]: Id this vermillion, or should it
be shesh = marble?
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