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1. Rabbi Shlomo Goren, “Human Freedom in the Light of the Torah” 

The essential point of departure in the historic experience of the redeemed Jewish nation, when it left 
the furnace of slavery in Egypt, the solid foundation of our social outlook that serves as motivation, 
justification, and telos, because of which and for the sake of which all events of this world came to be, 
those prior to the Exodus and those following it, and which compelled G-d to alter the orders of nature, 
and to work the array of open and concealed miracles of that era, so as to root it in human 
consciousness, is the Torah of Israel’s sacred recognition of human freedom, in all the life-conditions of 
individual and public life, and in all social and national conditions, because the human being was created 
in the tzelem Elokim. Every subordination of one human being to another, whether willing or coerced, 
injures the purity of his connection to Divinity and his obligations to Heaven, forms an obstruction 
between the human being and his Creator, and an obstruction to attaining faith in the Above’s overall 
direction of the world. Furthermore, domination and subordination among human beings is antithetical 
to the possibility of accepting the higher lordship of the Divinity, because only one who is free in body 
and soul, not subordinated to external ideas, or to external laws and statutes, can subordinate himself 
to the Divine eternal ideas, and accept upon himself the true Yoke of the Kingdom of Heaven. This is 
made clear by the words of the Yerushalmi cited below, that accepting the mastery of flesh and blood 
leads to breaking away from the Kingdom of Heaven, and constitutes abjuration of the Second 
Commandment of the Ten Commandments: “You must not have other gods before Me”. We also find in 
Mishnah Avot 3:14 establishment of the elevation of the human being in this world, as Rabbi Akiva 
states: “Dear is humanity because it was created in the Mold; additional belovedness in that he was 
informed that he was created in the tzelem.”  
 

2. Avot Chapter 6 

   –  והלוחות מעשה אלהים המה והמכתב מכתב אלהים הוא חרות על הלוחותואומר 

   ', חירות'אלא  חרות אל תקרא  

   ,א מי שעוסק בתלמוד תורה שאין לך בן חורין אל
And Scripture says: and the tablets were the work of G-d, and the writing was the writing of G-d, 

charut/chiseled on the tablets -  do not read “charut/chiseled” but rather “cherut/freedom” 

because there is no one free other than one who engages in the study of Torah 

 

3. Divine Will and Human Experience, p. 13 

 אין לך בן חורין אלא מי שעוסק בתורה
 מי שעוסק בחרותרה אלא ואין לך בן ת

Only those who engage in Torah can be free; 
Only those who engage in maximizing freedom can be b’nei Torah 

 

Practical implications:  

Agunot, patient autonomy, elected leaders, labor law, avoiding welfare dependency, etc.   

Counterexamples:  

Halakhah per se, eved ivri, eved kna’ani, eved Hashem 

Issues: 

Definition of freedom, for example 

Negative = no external (human) constraining (will) vs.  

positive = widest variety of choices, especially regarding self-development/actualization 

individual vs. collective 

Area of freedom, for example political, religious, theological 
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4. Rashi to Genesis 1:1 

 : אמר רבי יצחק

, שהיא מצוה ראשונה שנצטוו ]בה[ ישראל, ומה טעם  החודש הזה לכם לא היה צריך להתחיל ]את[ התורה אלא מ

 ? . . . פתח בבראשית
Said Rabbi Yitzchak: 
It was not necessary to begin the Torah except from This month shall be for you, which is the first 
commandment which Israel was commanded, so why did it open with In the beginning? . . . 
 

5. Exodus 12:1-2 

ר:  יִם לֵאמֶֹֽ רֶץ מִצְרַַ֖ ן בְאֶֶ֥ ל־אַהֲרֹֹ֔ ה וְאֶֶֽ אמֶר יְקֹוָק֙ אֶל־מֹשֶֶׁ֣ ֹֹּ֤  וַי
ים   אש חֳדָשִִׁ֑ ֶֹׁ֣ ה לָכֶַ֖ם ר דֶש הַזֶֶּ֛  הַחֹֹ֧
ה:  י הַשָנֶָֽ ם לְחָדְשֵַ֖ וֹן הוּא֙ לָכֶֹ֔  רִאשֶ֥

Hashem said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: 
This month shall be for you the head of months;  
it shall be first for you of the months of the year. 

 
6. Jeremiah 34:12-14 

ר:כֶֹֽ  ת יְקֹוַָ֖ק לֵאמֶֹֽ הוּ מֵאֵֶ֥ ל־יִרְמְיָֹ֔ י דְבַר־יְקֹוָק֙ אֶֶֽ ר יְקֹוַָ֖ק א  וַיְהִֹּ֤ ל  -ה־אָמֶַ֥ י יִשְרָאִֵׁ֑  לֹהֵֶׁ֣
ר  ים לֵאמֶֹֽ ית עֲבָדִַ֖ יִם מִבֵֶ֥ רֶץ מִצְרַֹ֔ י אוֹתָם֙ מֵאֶֶׁ֣ ם בְי֨וֹם הוֹצִאִֹּ֤ וֹתֵיכֶֹ֔ י בְרִית֙ אֶת־אֲבֶׁ֣ תִֶֽ י כָרַֹּ֤  : אָנֹכִִ֗

ר־יִמָכֵֶׁ֣ר לְךִ֗  מִקֵֶׁ֣  י אֲשֶֶֽ יו הָעִבְרִִ֜ וּ אִישׁ֩ אֶת־אָחִ֨ שַלְחִ֡ ים תְֶֽ בַע שָנִִ֡  ץ שֶֶׁ֣
ךְ   עִמִָׁ֑ י מֵֶֽ וֹ חָפְשִַ֖ ים וְשִלַחְתֶ֥ ש שָנִֹ֔ דְך֙ שֵֶׁ֣  וַעֲבֶָֽ

ם:  וּ אֶת־אָזְנֶָֽ א הִטַ֖ ֶֹ֥ י וְל וֹתֵיכֶם֙ אֵלַֹ֔ וּ אֲבֶֽ א־שָמְעֹּ֤ ֶֹֽ  וְל

The word of Hashem came to Jeremiah from Hashem, as follows: 
Thus said Hashem, the God of Israel:  
“I made a covenant with your ancestors on the day that I took them out of the land of Egypt, the house 
of slaves, saying:  
‘At the end of seven years you must send off, each man his brother Hebrew who may be sold to you;  
he will have served you six years, and then you must send him off free away from you.’  
But your ancestors did not obey Me, and they did not incline their ears.” 

 

7. Exodus 21:1-2 

ים אֲשֶֶ֥  לֶה֙ הַמִשְפָטִֹ֔ ם: וְאֵ֙ ים לִפְנֵיהֶֶֽ  ר תָשִַ֖
י   בֶד עִבְרִֹ֔ י תִקְנֶה֙ עֶֶׁ֣  כִֹּ֤

ם:  י חִנֶָֽ חָפְשִַ֖ א לֶַֽ ת יֵצֵֶ֥ שְבִעִֹ֔ ד וּבַ֨ ים יַעֲבִֹׁ֑ ש שָנִַ֖  שֵֶ֥

These are the statutes that you must place before them: 

Should you buy a Hebrew slave,  

six years he must slave, and in the seventh, he must exit to freedom unencumbered. 

 

8. Exodus 6:13 

ל־אַהֲרֹן֒   ה וְאֶֶֽ ר יְקֹוָק֘ אֶל־מֹשֶֶׁ֣  וַיְדַבֵֶׁ֣

יִם   לֶךְ מִצְרִָׁ֑ ה מֶֶׁ֣ ל וְאֶל־פַרְעַֹ֖  וַיְצַוֵּם֙ אֶל־בְנֵֶׁ֣י יִשְרָאֵֹ֔

יִם: ס   רֶץ מִצְרֶָֽ ל מֵאֶֶ֥ י־יִשְרָאֵַ֖ יא אֶת־בְנֵֶֽ  לְהוֹצִֶ֥
Hashem spoke to Moses and Aaron  

He commanded them toward the Children of Israel and toward Pharaoh king of Egypt  

to take the Children of Israel out from the land of Egypt. 
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9. Talmud Yerushalmi Rosh HaShannah 3:5 

 : דא"ר שמואל בר רב יצחק

 וידבר ה' אל משה ואל אהרן  
   – ויצום אל בני ישראל 

 על פרשת שילוח עבדים   ?על מה ציום

because said R. Shmuel son of Rav Yitzchak: 

Hashem spoke to Moses and Aaron 

He commanded them toward the Children of Israel and toward Pharaoh king of Egypt –  

Regarding what did he command them? Regarding the topic of sending off slaves. 

 

10. Exodus 20:2 

י֙ יְקֹוֶָׁ֣ק א   נֹכִַ֖ ִֽ֑ים  - אֶָֽ ֶֽ ית עֲבָדִִׁ֑ יִם מִבֵֶׁ֣ רֶץ מִצְרַַ֖ יך מֵאֶֶ֥ ר הוֹצֵאתִֶּ֛ יך אֲשֶֹ֧  לֹהִֶֹׁ֑֔

I am Hashem your G-d Who took you out from the Land of Egypt, from the house of slaves 

 

11. Daf al haDaf to Rosh HaShannah 11b 

   . . .  חורין ובעיקר דברי המהרש"א נבין היטב ענין השופר במעמד הר סיני, משום שנעשו אז בני . . .  
via the essential point of Maharsha we can understand well why a shofar blew at the Sinaitic Revelaton, 

because at that time they became free 

 

12. Leviticus 25:55 

י יְקֹוֶָ֥ק א   יִם אֲנִַ֖ רֶץ מִצְרִָׁ֑ ם מֵאֶֶׁ֣ אתִי אוֹתַָ֖ ם אֲשֶר־הוֹצֵֶ֥ י הֵֹ֔ ים עֲבָדֶַׁ֣ י־יִשְרָאֵל֙ עֲבָדִֹ֔ י בְנֵֶֽ י־לִֹּ֤ ם:  - כִֶֽ  לֹהֵיכֶֶֽ

because the children of Israel are slaves to Me, they are My slaves, whom I have taken out of the Land 

of Egypt; I am Hashem your G-d 

 

13. Talmud Bava Kamma 116b 

 ולא עבדים לעבדים.  -  כי לי בני ישראל עבדים 

Because the children of Israel are slaves to Me – and not slaves to slaves 
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14. Talmud Sanhedrin 38b 
  אמר רב יהודה אמר רב:  

   .בשעה שבקש הקדוש ברוך הוא לבראות את האדם, ברא כת אחת של מלאכי השרת 
 ?  נעשה אדם בצלמנואמר להם: רצונכם 

 ?  אמרו לפניו: רבונו של עולם, מה מעשיו
   .אמר להן: כך וכך מעשיו 

   ! ובן אדם כי תפקדנו  ,מה אנוש כי תזכרנו   ,אמרו לפניו: רבונו של עולם 
 הושיט אצבעו קטנה ביניהן ושרפם.  

 וכן כת שניה.  
כל מה   -  מה הועילו? כל העולם כולו שלך הוא  - כת שלישית אמרו לפניו: רבונו של עולם, ראשונים שאמרו לפניך 

 עולמך עשה.  שאתה רוצה לעשות ב 
שמעשיהן מקולקלין, אמרו לפניו: רבונו של עולם, לא יפה אמרו   , כיון שהגיע לאנשי דור המבול ואנשי דור הפלגה

 ראשונים לפניך?  
 .  ועד זקנה אני הוא ועד שיבה אני אסבל וגו'אמר להן: 

Said Rav Yehudah said Rav: 
When The Holy Blessed One sought to create the human, he created a group of ministering angels.  
He said to them: Is it your will that we will make a human in our mold? 
They said before Him: Master of the Universe, what are his deeds? 
He said to them: Such and such are his deeds. 
They said before him: Master of the Universe, what is a man that you should mention him, and a son of 
Adam that you should command him! 
He extended His little finger among them and incinerated them. 
The same with a second group. 
The third group said before Him: Master of the Universe, the earlier ones who spoke before You – what 
did they accomplish? The whole universe is Yours – whatever You will to do in Your world, do! 
When He reached the men of the Flood Generation, and of the Split Generation, whose deeds are 
corrupted, they said before Him: Master of the Universe, did not the earlier ones speak well before You? 
He said to them: even aged I am He, and until hoar I will endure etc.  

 

15. Shemot Rabbah Ki Tisa 41 

   : ורבנן,ור' ירמיה   ,ר' יהודה  ?מהו חרות
   ;חירות מן גליות אל תקרי חרות אלא   : ר' יהודה אומר
 `; חירות ממלאך המו : ר' נחמיה אומר

 . חירות מן היסורין   :ורבותינו אומרים 
What is the meaning of cherut/freedom?  Opinions from R. Yehudah, and R. Yirmiyah, and the Rabbis: 
R. Yehudah says: Do not read charut but rather cherut from exiles; 
R. Nechemyah says: Cherut from the Angel of Death; 
And our masters say: Cherut from travails. 

 

16. Rabbi S. R. Hirsch to Genesis 14 
המתוארת כאן למען ניטיב להבין   הרי לפנינו הסיפור ההיסטורי הראשון על מלכים ומלחמותיהם. נתבונן במציאות

כלפי פנים   - אמת כללית נודעה כאן לאברהם אבינו: השפע מביא שעבוד לאומות . .    את תפקידו של אברהם ועמו 
אין חרות פנימית וחיצונית אלא תחת  וכלפי חוץ. לכל אומה הרי הוא אומר: אל תקרא "חָרות", אלא "חֵרות", 

 שלטון החוק המוסרי )עי' לעיל ט, כז(. 
We have before us the first historical account of kings and their wars. We will meditate on the reality 
described here in order to understand well the task of Abraham and his nation ... A general truth was 
made known here to Abraham our Forefather: Abundance brings subordination to nations, both 
internally and externally. It says to all nations “do not read charut but rather cherut”. There is no 
internal nor external freedom except under the reign of the ethical law.  


