VALUES AND HALAKHAH CLASS #1 - Freedom RABBI ARYEH KLAPPER

1. Rabbi Shlomo Goren, “Human Freedom in the Light of the Torah”

The essential point of departure in the historic experience of the redeemed Jewish nation, when it left
the furnace of slavery in Egypt, the solid foundation of our social outlook that serves as motivation,
justification, and telos, because of which and for the sake of which all events of this world came to be,
those prior to the Exodus and those following it, and which compelled G-d to alter the orders of nature,
and to work the array of open and concealed miracles of that era, so as to root it in human
consciousness, is the Torah of Israel’s sacred recognition of human freedom, in all the life-conditions of
individual and public life, and in all social and national conditions, because the human being was created
in the tzelem Elokim. Every subordination of one human being to another, whether willing or coerced,
injures the purity of his connection to Divinity and his obligations to Heaven, forms an obstruction
between the human being and his Creator, and an obstruction to attaining faith in the Above’s overall
direction of the world. Furthermore, domination and subordination among human beings is antithetical
to the possibility of accepting the higher lordship of the Divinity, because only one who is free in body
and soul, not subordinated to external ideas, or to external laws and statutes, can subordinate himself
to the Divine eternal ideas, and accept upon himself the true Yoke of the Kingdom of Heaven. This is
made clear by the words of the Yerushalmi cited below, that accepting the mastery of flesh and blood
leads to breaking away from the Kingdom of Heaven, and constitutes abjuration of the Second
Commandment of the Ten Commandments: “You must not have other gods before Me”. We also find in
Mishnah Avot 3:14 establishment of the elevation of the human being in this world, as Rabbi Akiva
states: “Dear is humanity because it was created in the Mold; additional belovedness in that he was
informed that he was created in the tzelem.”

2. Avot Chapter 6
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And Scripture says: and the tablets were the work of G-d, and the writing was the writing of G-d,
charut/chiseled on the tablets - do not read “charut/chiseled” but rather “cherut/freedom”
because there is no one free other than one who engages in the study of Torah

3. Divine Will and Human Experience, p. 13
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Only those who engage in Torah can be free;
Only those who engage in maximizing freedom can be b’nei Torah

Practical implications:

Agunot, patient autonomy, elected leaders, labor law, avoiding welfare dependency, etc.
Counterexamples:

Halakhah per se, eved ivri, eved kna’ani, eved Hashem

Issues:

Definition of freedom, for example

Negative = no external (human) constraining (will) vs.

positive = widest variety of choices, especially regarding self-development/actualization
individual vs. collective

Area of freedom, for example political, religious, theological
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4. Rashi to Genesis 1:1
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Said Rabbi Yitzchak:
It was not necessary to begin the Torah except from This month shall be for you, which is the first
commandment which Israel was commanded, so why did it open with In the beginning? . . .

5. Exodus 12:1-2
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Hashem said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt:
This month shall be for you the head of months;
it shall be first for you of the months of the year.

6. Jeremiah 34:12-14
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The word of Hashem came to Jeremiah from Hashem, as follows:
Thus said Hashem, the God of Israel:
“I made a covenant with your ancestors on the day that | took them out of the land of Egypt, the house
of slaves, saying:
‘At the end of seven years you must send off, each man his brother Hebrew who may be sold to you;
he will have served you six years, and then you must send him off free away from you.’
But your ancestors did not obey Me, and they did not incline their ears.”

7. Exodus 21:1-2
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These are the statutes that you must place before them:
Should you buy a Hebrew slave,

six years he must slave, and in the seventh, he must exit to freedom unencumbered.

8. Exodus 6:13
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Hashem spoke to Moses and Aaron
He commanded them toward the Children of Israel and toward Pharaoh king of Egypt
to take the Children of Israel out from the land of Egypt.
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9. Talmud Yerushalmi Rosh HaShannah 3:5
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because said R. Shmuel son of Rav Yitzchak:
Hashem spoke to Moses and Aaron
He commanded them toward the Children of Israel and toward Pharaoh king of Egypt —
Regarding what did he command them? Regarding the topic of sending off slaves.

10. Exodus 20:2

| am Hashem your G-d Who took you out from the Land of Egypt, from the house of slaves

11. Daf al haDaf to Rosh HaShannah 11b
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via the essential point of Maharsha we can understand well why a shofar blew at the Sinaitic Revelaton,
because at that time they became free

12. Leviticus 25:55
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because the children of Israel are slaves to Me, they are My slaves, whom | have taken out of the Land
of Egypt; | am Hashem your G-d

13. Talmud Bava Kamma 116b
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Because the children of Israel are slaves to Me —and not slaves to slaves
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14. Talmud Sanhedrin 38b
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Said Rav Yehudah said Rav:
When The Holy Blessed One sought to create the human, he created a group of ministering angels.
He said to them: Is it your will that we will make a human in our mold?
They said before Him: Master of the Universe, what are his deeds?
He said to them: Such and such are his deeds.
They said before him: Master of the Universe, what is a man that you should mention him, and a son of
Adam that you should command him!
He extended His little finger among them and incinerated them.
The same with a second group.
The third group said before Him: Master of the Universe, the earlier ones who spoke before You — what
did they accomplish? The whole universe is Yours — whatever You will to do in Your world, do!
When He reached the men of the Flood Generation, and of the Split Generation, whose deeds are
corrupted, they said before Him: Master of the Universe, did not the earlier ones speak well before You?
He said to them: even aged | am He, and until hoar | will endure etc.

15. Shemot Rabbah Ki Tisa 41
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What is the meaning of cherut/freedom? Opinions from R. Yehudah, and R. Yirmiyah, and the Rabbis:
R. Yehudah says: Do not read charut but rather cherut from exiles;
R. Nechemyah says: Cherut from the Angel of Death;
And our masters say: Cherut from travails.

16. Rabbi S. R. Hirsch to Genesis 14
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We have before us the first historical account of kings and their wars. We will meditate on the reality
described here in order to understand well the task of Abraham and his nation ... A general truth was
made known here to Abraham our Forefather: Abundance brings subordination to nations, both
internally and externally. It says to all nations “do not read charut but rather cherut”. There is no
internal nor external freedom except under the reign of the ethical law.



