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| will give peace in the land  yaxa ni7w mn
You will lie down, with no one to terrorize you TMNA |'XI DNIDWYI
I will cause evil beasts to cease from the land  YIXn |2 Ny AN 'Mavni
no sword will pass through your land :Dd¥W8272yn X7 2701
you will pursue your enemies D>A'N DX DNOTI
they will fall before you to the sword :27n%7 031947 17911
five of you will pursue a hundred nxn nwnn non 19T
a hundred of you will pursue amyriad 19T1' N221 DdN NXNI
your enemies will fall before you to the sword :27n%7 D>19%7 D> 17911

Ramban famously approaches Torah with the fourfold methodology acronymized “PaRDeS”, for Pshat Remez
Drash Sod, and equally famously his Sod, or mystical interpretation, are deliberately unintelligible to nonkabbalists.
And | am a nonkabbalist. So this dvar Torah is necessarily an amateur attempt to describe an architecture rather
than a building.

Parshat Bechukotai begins with a description of the rewards that can be expected for walking in G-d’s chukim and
preserving and performing His mitzvoth. Among these rewards is a promise of peace in the land, along with the
ceasing-to-be of dangerous beasts.

Now a promise of a benevolent animal kingdom cannot help make us think of Prophetic verses describing amiable
lions cavorting with lambs, grazing bears, and harmless poisonous snakes. In other words, it is a Messianic vision,
and here interpretation immediately becomes a function of one’s broad Messianic sensibility; does one conceive of
the Messianic Era as fundamentally continuous, or rather discontinuous, with the natural and psychological world
we inhabit? Rambam opts for continuity, and thus sees these images as exaggerated or metaphorical; Ramban
opts for discontinuity, and therefore sees them as literal.

But what would “literal” mean for Ramban — does it refer to “pshat” interpretation, and if so, what happens to that
meaning in the universe of “sod”? Here we have a key methodological question. On the level of “sod”, the literal
meaning is always understood as allegory or metaphor. The question is whether this means that the literal
meaning is not literally true. For Rambam, this is often the case — lions simply will not eat grain like cattle in the
Messianic Era. But for Ramban, it is less clear.

So Ramban tell us, for example, that in the manner of sod the land which will know peace is actually a referent to
the mystical LAND/eretz which is related to ALL/kol. This is the entrance-key to a treasure hunt that can take us
throughout his commentary — for example, eretz will refer back to the aretz whose creation is mentioned in
Bereshit 1:1, and kol refers to Hashem blessing Avraham bakol — but the key for us is Shmot 19:5, in which the
Jews become His segulah “ki li kol haaretz”.

In both Genesis 1:1 and Shmot 19:5 eretz cannot literally refer to eretz Yisroel, but here in Bechukotai the simple
meaning is that it does so refer. The question | leave you with, then, is whether Ramban believes that these
magical events will occur literally at all, and if yes, does he believe that they will occur exclusively within the
geographic boundaries, however established, of eretz Yisroel.

Shabbat shalom!
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“I will give peace in the land” —
That there will be peace among you, and you will not battle with each other
Alternatively the peace referred to here is that He will cause evil beasts to cease from the land.
“No sword will pass through your land” at all, rather you will pursue your enemies, i.e. go out to
war against them and they will flee.
BUT IN THE WAY OF TRUTH, it means that He will give the PEACE that is attached to the
LAND, which is the PEACE OF the ALL that is equal to the ALL.
“I will cause evil beasts to cease from the land” —
In the opinion of R. Yehudah who says that He will remove them from the land, this should be
understood literally, that no evil beasts will enter their land, because with plenty and much good
and the cities full of people, beasts will not enter the settled area.
But in the opinion of R. Shimon, who says that He will make them cease means that they will no
longer cause damage or injury, when it says “I will cause evil beasts to cease from the land” —
and this is correct — it means that the Land of Israel in the time when the commandments are
fulfilled will be as the world was as its outset before the sin of the original Adam with no wild
animal or creeping thing killing Adam,

a. asthey say in Berakhot “The snake does not Kill, rather the sin”,

b. and what Scripture means when it says “a child will play over the hole of a snake”

c. and similarly “a cow and a bear will graze, and a lion like cattle will eat grain”.
Because the desire-to-eat-prey only exists in evil beasts because of the sin of Adam, because it
was decreed about him that he would be prey for their teeth, so the desire-to-eat-prey was made
their nature with regard to each other as well, as is well know that if they prey on a human once
they become much worse,

a. as Scripture writes “and they will learn to prey — they ate human prey”,
and in the story of the Creation of the World it says regarding the beasts that He gave them the
grasses to eat,

a. as Scripture writes “and to all the beasts of the land and all the birds of the heavens and

all that creeps on the land containing a living spirit — all the green grass to eat”,
b. and Scripture says “and it was so”, because this the nature which was placed in them
eternally, but afterward they learned to prey because of sin, which kills, as | explained.

And when slaughtering living things was permitted to the Children of Noah after the Flood, and
humans were commanded “Certainly for your blood of your spirits | will seek . . . the blood of the
human”, but not one living nonhuman from its fellow living nonhuman, they remained in their habit
of preying.
But when the Land of Israel is in its state of completeness, their evil practices will cease and they
will stand on their initial nature, which was placed in them at the time of their Formation,
and | have already mentioned this in discussing Parashat Noach.
Therefore Scripture says regarding the days of the redeemer who emerges from the stock of
Yishai that peace will return to the world, and preying will stop, and the evil of animals and
creeping things as they were by nature initially. The intended referent of that verse was
Chizkiyahu, whom The Holy Blessed One sought to make the Moshiach, but it will refer in

practice to the Moshiach in the coming future.
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