This past Sunday the Summer Beit Midrash offered a learning event titled “The
Advantages and Disadvantages of Having a Beit HaMikdash”. This was of course intended to be
provocative, and an old friend legitimately chided me on the ground that the title could be seen by
those in profound mourning for the Temple as making light of their grief.

Nonetheless, | think that the point made by the title is both valid and important. The
Temple was destroyed for a reason, and theologically, | would prefer to think that the good of the
Jewish people was at least part of that reason. If the destruction of the Temple harmed us
spiritually, would it not lead to a downward spiral of punishment, spiritual decline, etc.?

In my presentation1, | argued on the basis of the attached sections from Yirmiyahu that
the existence of the Beit HaMikdash held three indirect spiritual risks. First, the focus on the
Temple might distract us from the obligation to imbue all places with holiness. Second, the
existence of the Temple might mislead us into believing that G-d was k’b’yakhol hostage to us,
meaning that G-d could not punish us, as doing so would require him to destroy His own house.
Third, we might believe that the sacrificial ritual of the Temple was all-important, or sufficient,
such that we need pay no attention to social justice or interpersonal behavior. This last point is
dramatized by the regular reminder that a prophet of G-d was killed in the Temple courtyard.

The absence of the Temple only meliorates those risks; it does not eliminate them. In a
very direct sense, we see today that even a plaza built outside of a remnant of a retaining wall of
the Temple Mount can generate simply reprehensible interpersonal behavior in defense of ritual;
the thought of what might happen if we had an actual Temple is terrifying. Expanding slightly, we
have groups that identify the State of Israel as leading inevitably to the Messianic Age, and
therefore argue that G-d must and will preserve and expand it to avoid desecrating His Name.
Finally, we have a broad Orthodox culture that focuses religious existence on maintaining and
strengthening rituals, including the rituals of our mikdashei m’at, the miniature Temples or
Temple-surrogates of synagogue and Beit Midrash in each community, often to the virtual
exclusion of any considerations of whether there ought be social consequences for financial
chicanery, how the poor can be dignified members of the community, and the like.

None of this is intended to diminish or downplay the national mourning for the Temple we
are currently engaged in. It is rather intended to remind us that the Temple was not destroyed
haphazardly, and therefore, there would be no point in rebuilding it without first resolving the
religious maladies that led to its destruction. A Temple rebuilt under such circumstances would
inevitably and rapidly suffer the same fate.

Shabbat Chazon Shalom
Aryeh Klapper

' (I took the disadvantages; Senior SBM Fellow Jonathan Ziring began by presenting the advantages.
Audio of the session is available here. The attached passage from Talmud Yoma, not treated in this dvar
Torah, is discussed at greater length here)
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Yirmiyahu 3:16

It will happen when you multiply and are fruitful in the land in those days, says Hashem,
they will no longer say “The ark of the covenant of Hashem”, and it will not come to
mind, and they will not mention or refer to it, and it will no longer be used

Rashi to Yirmiyahu 3:16
“They will no longer say: ‘The ark . . .” — because everywhere you enter will be holy, and
I will dwell in it as if it were an ark.

Yirmiyahu 7:1-

The speech which came to Yirmiyah from Hashem:

Stand in the gateway of the House of Hashem, and proclaim this speech there, saying:
Heed the word of Hashem, all Yehudah, who have come to these gates to bow before
Hashem.

Thus said Hashem of Hosts G-d of Israel:

Improve your ways and your plans, and I will dwell with you in this place. Do not put
find security in false speeches, saying: “The Shrine of Hashem, the Shrine of Hashem,
the Shrine of Hashem” - that’s what they say.

Because (only) if you genuinely improve your ways and paths, if you genuinely do
justice between man and his fellow, if you don’t oppress the convert, the widow, and the
orphan, and you don’t spill innocent blood in this place, and you don’t follow other gods
to your own evil,

then I will dwell with you in this place, in the land which I gave your ancestors, from
now and forever.

But you find security in falsehood, with no result.

Can you really steal and murder and swear falsely and offer incense to Baal and follow
other gods whom you have not known, and then come stand before Me in this house, over
which My Name is proclaimed, and say: “We have been saved!” — so that you can
(continue) doing all those abominations? This house, over which My Name was
proclaimed, has become a cave of boundary-breakers in your eyes, and I too have seen,
says Hashem, as will be clear if you go, please, to My place which is in Shiloh, where I
dwelled originally, and see what I did to it because of the evil of my nation Israel!

Now — because you have done all these deeds, says Hashem, and because I have spoken
to you early and often, but you have not heeded, and I called you, but you did not reply,
I will do to the house that My Name is proclaimed over, which you find security in, and
to the place which I gave to you and your ancestors, just as I did to Shiloh.

I will throw you away from My face just as have thrown away all your brethren, all the
descendants of Efraim.

Metzudot David

False speeches — speech that has no substance, for they say “the shrine of Hashem etc
they are” — meaning “Is not the shrine of Hashem in our midst? And Hashem will not
raze His shrine”



Talmud Yoma 69b

“They cried to Hashem G-d in a great voice” (Nechemiah 9:4)

What did they say?

Said Rav, or if you prefer Rabbi Yochanan: “Woe, woe! This is the very same one which
destroyed the Temple, and burned the Sanctuary, and killed all those righteous people, and
exiled Israel from their land, and still it dances among us! You only gave it to us so that we could
earn reward through it — we need neither it nor its reward.”

A note fell to them from Heaven, on which was written “Truth”.

R. Chanina said: We derive from this that the seal of The Holy One Who is Blessed is Truth.
They sat in fasting for three days and three nights, and it was given into their hands. When it
came out, a young lion of fire came from the House of the Holy of Holies.

A prophet said to Israel: “That is the inclination toward idolatry”,

as Scripture says “He said: Thatis the evil . . . “

While they were capturing it, a hair fell out, and it raised its voice, and its voice travelled four
hundred parasangs.

They said: “What should we do? Perhaps G-d forbid they will have mercy on it from Heaven!”
The prophet said to them: “Throw it in a lead pot, and cover its mouth with lead, for lead draws in
sound”,

As Scripture says: “He said: This is the evill He threw it into the measuring-bin, and threw the
lead weight over its mouth.”

They said: “Since it is a time of favorable Will, let us also ask for mercy with regard to the
inclination to sin.”

They asked for mercy and it was given into their hands.

He said to them: “Foresee carefully! If you kill that one, the world will end.”

They imprisoned it for three days, and then they sought for a day-old egg throughout the Land of
Israel, and none was found.

They said: “What should we do? If we kill it, the world will end! If we ask for mercy by halves — in
Heaven they do not give halves.”

They painted its eyes, and released it.

This helped to the extent that it does not arouse a man with regard to his relatives.

Talmud Yoma 21b

Five things were said of the fire on the altarstack—it was crouched in the shape of a lion...



