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1. TALMUD SANHEDRIN 78b

A beraita:

If ten people struck him with rods and he died, whether (they struck him) simultaneously or
consecutively — they are exempt.

Rabbi Yehudah ben Beteira says: Consecutively — the last is liable, because he brought his death
closer.

Said Rabbi Yochanan:

Both (the anonymous first position in the beraita and Rabbi Yehudah ben Beteira) derived their positions
from the same verse: “A man — when he strikes down all nefesh that is human”

The Rabbis held “all nefesh” — only the entire nefesh

but Rabbi Yehudah ben Beteira held: anything that can be considered nefesh.

Said Rava:

Everyone agrees that one who kills a tereifah (Rashi: e,g, one with a perforated esophagus or brain membrane)
— he is exempt (Rashi: since the life-simanim are recognizably cut, he is considered a dead man); (Tosafot: Even
according to the position that a tereifah can live (more than 12 months), since in the end he will die of this wound)

A goses at the hands of Heaven — he is liable.

They disagree only about a goses at human hands

One compares him to a tereifah

The other compares him to a goses at the hands of Heaven.

The one who compares him to a tereifah — why not to a goses at the hands of Heaven?

A goses at the hands of Heaven has not been the object of an action, and this one has been the object of
an action.

The one who compares him to a goses at the hands of Heaven — why not to a tereifah?

A tereifah has the simanim cut, and this one does not have the simanim cut. (Yad Ramah: meaning that he
is not visibly a tereifah and might live, since the most extreme position is that most gosesin die, which implies that a
minority live).

2. MAIMONIDES LAWS OF MURDER AND LIFEGUARDING, CHAPTER 2 SECTIONS 8-9

Whether one kills a healthy person or a sick person tending-toward-death, even if he killed a goses —

he is executed regarding him.

But if he is a goses as the result of human action, for example if they struck him until he tended-toward-
death and behold he is goses — the one who kills him is not put to death by beit din.

One who kills a tereifah, even though the tereifah was eating and drinking and walking about in the
marketplace — he is exempt from human judgment.

But all people are presumptively whole, and one who kills a person is executed unless it is known with
certainty that the victim was tereifah and the doctors say that this blow cannot be healed in human
beings and he will die of it unless killed by something else.

3. ZOMBIE - SHEILTOT D’RAV ACHAI EMOR 103

Where there is a person who fell and his neck broke in two, with most of the flesh cut apart along with
it, even though his neshomoh has not yet departed — he is dead, and his soul is merely imprisoned within
him, so that it is forbidden for kohanim to contract ritual impurity from him, for Zeiri said: If his neck is
broken and most of the flesh cut apart along with it, he creates ritual impurity via ohel, as Scripture
writes “and his neck broke and he died”.
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4. IGROT MOSHEH CHOSHEN MISHPAT 2:73 4

4. Explaining the difference between tereifut in animals, which never changes, and tereifut in human
beings, which depends on the medicine of the time, and the difference between tereifah and goses
There is a great difference between tereifah and goses.

The tereifah has a lack in the internal organs

such as one who has an actual hole in the lung, heart, or intestines . . .

There is a great difference in law between animal tereifut for the purpose of eating and human tereifut
for the purpose of executing murderers

Matters of illness and treatment are not fixed throughout history

as many natural things have changed — see Tosafot Moed Kattan 11a

so too matters of illness and treatment can change

and therefore the tereifot listed at the outset of chapter THESE ARE THE TEREIFOT:

“This is the rule: Anything that it’s like cannot live is a tereifah” cannot be interpreted separately in each
time, as the rules of tereifot for eating are permanently set . . .

The law of the goses

who is a person who has no lack in his organs and from that perspective could live forever,

just that it has been decreed on human beings, once they ate from the Tree of Knowledge, that every
person until the Messiah comes and Resurrection must die . . .

5. IGROT MOSHEH CHOSHEN MISHPAT 2:75

5. The difference between a dangerously sick person and a goses . . .

In your question, you refer to the patient in question as goses

But | never used the term goses, regarding whom it is said

that they must not touch him, and that it is not possible to treat him for this, or for any other illnesses.
. Gesisah is recognizable to those who understand and spend time with the sick.

Also a goses cannot live more than three days, as is explicit in Shulchan Arukh Yoreh Deah 339:2:
One to whom it as said: “We saw your relative goses three days ago” must mourn for him,

and Rav Mosheh Isserles (RAMO) adds

“for he is certainly already dead”,

and he intends by this addition that this is no ordinary majority but rather a super-majority . . .

6. IGROT MOSHEH CHOSHEN MISHPAT 2:73
3. Regarding the prohibition against touching a goses —
Regarding the signs of gesisah — | have heard that doctors do not recognize these, perhaps because with
regard to treatment there is no difference, since the nations of the world are not concerned that
touching and dealing with will lead to loss of nefesh, and don’t think this is prohibited, for two reasons:
1) They don’t know that it is forbidden to touch a goses, and one who touches him is considered a
bloodshedder, as is taught in beraita Semachot 1:4 and ruled in Rambam Laws of Mourning
4:5 and brought in Shakh YD 339:5
2) Evenif they know this, they are indifferent to a murder like that resulting from touching a goses
and perhaps this is not prohibited to a Noachide . . . but the Torah-observant should be careful when
they know that he cannot be treated and they see that he is a goses to be careful not to touch him.
Members of the Chevra Kadisha in each city, the people engaged in this mitzvah of doing all thing
necessary for the dignity of the dead from the time the nefesh departs until after burial according to the
practice of Torah-observant Jews, were expert in this,
and | imagine that doctors who wish to know, when they are found in hospitals where patients who will
die there are found, will be able to recognize this if they make an effort to be around patients who are
tending toward death
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Death — Meanings and/or Nafka Minas. Partial or Un-death?

1.

Nous~wnN

Liability for killing/Obligation to save
Own liability for crimes
Obligation to mourn/bury

Capacity to transfer property/Inheritance
Capacity to divorce/Permission to remarry/Obligation of Yibum

Generation of tum’ah
Permission to eat (animals)

7. MISHNAH SHABBAT 23:5
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They perform all actions necessary for the dead (on Shabbat).
They anoint and rinse him
so long as they move none of his limbs.
They remove the cushion from underneath him and place him on the sand so that he will delay
(putrefying).
They tie the cheek
not so that it should rise but so that it should not further (sink),
and similarly, a beam that was broken (on Shabbat) — they may support it with a bench or with
bedstaves,
not that it should rise but so that it should not further sink.
They do not close (the eyes) of the dead on Shabbat
nor during the week together with the departure of the nefesh,
and one who closes (the eyes) together with the departure of the nefesh is considered a bloodshedder.

8. TALMUD SHABBAT 151b

One who closes the eyes with the departure of the nefesh is committing bloodshed.
This can be compared to a candle that is going out.

When a person puts his finger on it, it goes out immediately.
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