Ibn Kaspi to Exodus 6:13 asks how Mosheh Rabbeinu could presume to challenge
his own fitness to be G-d’s messenger of redemption — if G-d chose him, should not that
demonstrate his fitness? He answers not by reducing Mosheh’s protestations to formal
rhetoric, nor admitting that Mosheh was genuinely ambivalent about obeying G-d, but
rather by asserting that Mosheh wanted only to make sure that he had heard properly.

Ibn Kaspi’s comments here are part of his general thesis, which I think among the
most important and creative theses in medieval parshanut, that what Tanakh superficially
describes as repeated, and significantly redundant, prophetic episodes actually represent a
prophet gradually teasing deeper and deeper meanings out of a core epiphany.

A second important idea contained in this section is that while one can have
absolute confidence and faith in the fact of Revelation, one cannot have the same
confidence about the meaning of Revelation. (Another way of framing this might be to
say that the principle “The Torah is not in Heaven™ grants authority at the expense of
certainty.) Even Moshe Rabbeinu, at least before reaching the incomparable level of
Sinai, wondered whether he had understood G-d aright when the Divine command failed
to conform to what he saw as required by practical reason. This seems to me to have at
least potentially important implications for the role that practical reason, as well as ethical
intuition, should play in our own readings of the masoret. May we, by emulating
Mosheh’s humility, succeed at least in being the Zushya’s that represent our full

potential.



Said Yosef:

Regarding this episode, running from the initiation of Mosheh'’s prophecy to this point, there are

two questions

1. How could Mosheh at all doubt (yeharher achar) a command of Hashem to him, to the
point that after G-d spoke he would ?dissemble? (y’shaneh) and be afraid, not once or
twice, but seven times?! This is nothing but, G-d-forbid, weakness of faith in Him the
Blessed!

2. Behold Hashem the Blessed is the complete and perfect intellect who is always active, so
how can his ?assumptions? (hanachotav) change to the point that Mosheh seems to be
the superior adviser giving advice one-to-one to Him the Blessed, first in the matter of
Aharon being the spokesperson to Israel, and then also to Par'oh? Why would Hashem
not say: “Have you been made adviser to the king?!”

The answers:

1.

G-d forbid that Mosheh’s withdrawals and fear arose from doubting Hashem the
Blessed — rather, they arose from self-questioning, lest he be misunderstanding
what Hashem is saying to him. Because His the Blessed’s words are short and
sealed-in, fine and difficult, for this is appropriate to Him - indeed so are the
words of all the wise! including the Divine Blessed, and a servant standing before
the Divine does not have permission to ask for multiple explanations of every
word as if he were standing before his friend. Therefore, when Mosheh the
servant of Hashem heard the word of Hashem, he would constantly question his
own intellect and understanding, to the point that he was trembling and afraid of
his own error, and all this is of the essence of his wisdom,

as Scripture writes: “The wise is in fear and then turns away from evil

etc.”, and the inverse “But the fool is impatient and trusts” (Proverbs

14:16), and similarly “but the clever one will understand to his benefit”

(Proverbs 14:15),
and Hashem the Blessed does not choose his servants from the idiots, for He
has no liking for fools, but rather from among the wise who investigate the
innerness of things and their reasons, with all their causes and the causes of
their causes to the ultimate end. This is not weakness of faith in Hashem the
Blessed, but rather its opposite, by which | mean the extreme of strength in faith
in Him,

which is the intent of “Tamim tihyeh im Hashem Elokekha,” (Devarim

18:13) ...
There is no doubt that Mosheh, had he reached his ultimate completion that he
reached in the narrative of Ki Tisa,

where it says regarding him “and Hashem spoke to Mosheh face to
face”, and similarly “and you will see my back”,
that he would not have experienced any of these terrors . . .
G-d forbid that Mosheh was advising Hashem the Blessed, rather he was
advising himself, and the suggestions he gave himself were from Hashem to him,
for “Hashem will give wisdom; from His mouth come knowledge and
comprehension” (Mishlei 2:6), and there is no doubt that Hashem knew before
Mosheh came before him that, since Mosheh was slightly less than an angel, he
would need Aharon as spokesperson to Israel and also to Pharaoh. Indeed
nothing emerged from the mouth of Hashem that required the negative of this, for
anyone who knows the craft of logic, and Hashem the Blessed is the
incomparable Master of that craft . . .
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